RCW 46.61.710

Mopeds, EPAMDs, motorized foot scooters, electric-assisted bicycles, class 1
electric-assisted bicycles, class 2 electric-assisted bicycles, class 3 electricassisted bicycles-General requirements and operation.
(1) No person shall operate a moped upon the highways of this state unless the moped has been
assigned a moped registration number and displays a moped permit in accordance with RCW
46.164.405(2).
(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a moped may not be operated on a bicycle path or
trail, bikeway, equestrian trail, or hiking or recreational trail.
(3) Operation of a moped, electric personal assistive mobility device, or motorized foot scooter on
a fully controlled limited access highway is unlawful. Operation of a moped on a sidewalk is unlawful.
Operation of a motorized foot scooter or class 3 electric-assisted bicycle on a sidewalk is unlawful,
unless there is no alternative for a motorized foot scooter or a class 3 electric-assisted bicycle to travel
over a sidewalk as part of a bicycle or pedestrian path.
(4) Removal of any muffling device or pollution control device from a moped is unlawful.
(5) Subsections (1), (2), and (a) of this section do not apply to electric-assisted bicycles.
(6) Electric-assisted bicycles and motorized foot scooters may have access to highways of the
state to the same extent as bicycles, subject to RCW 46.61.160.
(7) Subjectto subsection (10)of this section, class 1 and class 2 electric-assisted bicycles and
motorized foot scooters may be operated on a shared-use path or any part of a highway designated for
the use of bicycles, but localjurisdictions or state agencies may restrict or othenryise limit the access of
electric-assisted bicycles and motorized foot scooters, and localjurisdictions or state agencies may
regulate the use of class 1 and class 2 electric-assisted bicycles and motorized foot scooters on facilities
and properties undertheir jurisdiction and control. Local regulation of the operation of class 1 orclass 2
electric-assisted bicycles, upon a shared use path designated for the use of bicycles that crosses
jurisdictional boundaries of two or more local jurisdictions, must be consistent for the entire shared use
path in order for the local regulation to be enforceable; however, this does not apply to local regulations
of a shared use path in effect as of January 1,2018.
(8) Class 3 electric-assisted bicycles may be operated on facilities that are within or adjacent to a
highway. Class 3 electric-assisted bicycles may not be operated on a shared-use path, except where
localjurisdictions may allow the use of class 3 electric-assisted bicycl
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(9) Except as otherwise provided in this section, an individual shall not operate an electricassisted bicycle on a trail that is specifically designated as nonmotorized and that has a natural surface
tread that is made by clearing and grading the native soilwith no added surfacing materials. A local
authority or agency of this state having jurisdiction over a trail described in this subsection may allow the
operation of an electric-assisted bicycle on that trail.
(10) Subsections (1) and (a) of this section do not apply to motorized foot scooters. Subsection
(2) of this section applies to motorized foot scooters when the bicycle path, trail, bikeway, equestrian
trail, or hiking or recreational trailwas built or is maintained with federal highway transportation funds.
Additionally, any new trail or bicycle path or readily identifiable existing trail or bicycle path not built or
maintained with federal highway transportation funds may be used by persons operating motorized foot
scooters only when appropriately signed.
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RCW 46.04.169

Electric-assisted bicycle-Class 1 electric-assisted bicycl+CIass 2 electricassisted bicycle-Class 3 electric-assisted bicycle.
"Electric-assisted bicycle" means a bicycle with two or three wheels, a saddle, fully operative
pedals for human propulsion, and an electric motor. The electric-assisted bicycle's electric motor must
have a power output of no more than seven hundred fifty watts. The electric-assisted bicycle must meet
the requirements of one of the following three classifications:
(1) "Class 1 electric-assisted bicycle" means an electric-assisted bicycle in which the motor
provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling and ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle
reaches the speed of twenty miles per hour;
(2) "Class 2 electric-assisted bicycle" means an electric-assisted bicycle in which the motor may
be used exclusively to propel the bicycle and is not capable of providing assistance when the bicycle
reaches the speed of twenty miles per hour; or
(3) "Class 3 electric-assisted bicycle" means an electric-assisted bicycle in which the motor
provides assistance only when the rider is pedaling and ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle
reaches the speed of twenty-eight miles per hour and is equipped with a speedometer.
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WASHINGTÍIN'S E-BIKE LAW
WASHII{GT(|I{'S E.BIKE tAW FflR THE Rf¡AD

'

t-bikes ate regulated like bicycles. The same rules of the road

paths and improved trails;
'Class 1 and 2 e-bikes are allowed on bike
while class 3 e-bikes are not, unless the local agency authorizes them.
When in doubt, check with your town, city, or county for local regulations.

applyto both e-bikes and human-powered bicycles.

, E-bikes

are not subject to the registration, licensing, or insurance

requirements

"

years of age may not ride a Class 3 e-bike, unless they

"Persons under 16
are riding as a passenger.

that apply to motor vehicles.

Washington designates three classes of e-bikes:

,Class lr Bicycle equipped with a motor that provides

oThe use of electric bicycles on singletrack mountain bike

trails is

determined by the agency or local authority which jurisdiction over that
land. Check with your local land manager for information about access.

assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and that ceases to
provide assistance when the e-bike reaches 20 mph.
,Class 2: Bicycle equipped with a throttle-actuated motor, that
ceases to provide assistance when the e-bike reaches 20 mph.

,Class 3' Bicycle equipped with a motorthat provides
assistance only when the rider is pedaling, and that ceases to
provide assistance when the e-bike reaches 28 mph.

*

The following Washington Iaws are relerenced: RCW 2 46

04 169, 46.04.071

46.20.500,46.61 710 and 46.37.

EMTB GUIDELINES

WASHII{GTflN'S E-BIKE IAW FflR TRAITS

u 0n federal, state, county and local trails, e-mountain bike (eMTB) access

n LOCAL: Consult your local land management agency.

varies significantly.

,

o Generally, any natural surface trail that is designated as open to both

STATE: The Washington Recreation

and Conservation Office does not

currently have an eMTB policy but expects to regulate them similarly to
motorized vehicles. Contact the department for the most up to date

motorized and non-motorized uses is also open to eMTBs.

information. PeopleForBikes is monitoring this policy and will update

o eMTBs may not be allowed on trails managed for non-motorized activities.

this document as needed.

o Do not ride yout eMTB in areas whete the local tules ate uncle¿n Ride
legally and only on authorized trails to show that mountain bikers are
responsible

,

'

FEDERAL:

0n federal lands, eMTBs are considered motorized vehicles

and have access to motorized trails. Contact the U.S. Forest Service

trail users.

Pacific Northwest Regional Office or the BLM Washington State 0ffice for

When in doubt, ask your local land manager about access to specific

more information.

trails. Local land rules change frequently.

GREAÍ eMTB RIflES ¡N WASHINGT0I{
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,
"

A map of

great eMIB rides at peopleforbikes.org/emtb

"

Boundary

ïrail

Morton I 30.5 miles

" l{orth Fork

of Asotin Greek

Asotin I 23.8 miles

eMTB "Adventures" at peopleforbikes.org/e-bikes

With an e-bike, bicyclists Gan r¡de more often,

farther, and for more trips.
Electric bicycles are designed to be as safe as traditional bicycles, do
not compromise c0nsumer safety, and benefit bicyclists who may be
discouraged from riding a traditional bicycle due to limited physical

fitness, age, disability or convenience.
ln many states, e-bikes are regulated under antiquated laws primarily

Learn m0re at PeopleForBikes.org/e-bikes

aimed at combustion engine vehicles such as mopeds or scooters.

,
,

PeopleForBikes and the Bicycle Product Suppliers Association are

clarifying state laws governing the use of e-bikes in the U.S. Every
state's law is different, but the objective is to ensure that low-speed

webinars
E-bike laws around the country
" E-bike statistics and research
Blogs and

o Buying guide

o Retailer materials

"

eMTB management resources

e-bikes are regulated similarly to traditional, human-powered bicycles,

50
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peopte bikes
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