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EMERGENCY ORDER

IN AND FOR THE CITY OF SEQUIM, WASHINGTON
No. 2020-30

Authorizing an additional $60,000 from the City's Rainy Day Fund to support the Small Business
Rapid Relief Program to assist small businesses within the Sequim city limits, and authorizing the
City to provide funds to the Chamber to help offset their costs of administering grants.
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On March 16,2020, at a specialmeeting of the City Council of the City of Sequim, the City
Council issued a Proclamation of Civil Emergency due to the novel corona virus (COVID-19) outbreak
that was identified as a pandemic by the World Health Organization on March 11, 2020.
The Proclamation of Civil Emergency was issued pursuant to Sequim Municipal Code 2.60,
RCW 354.38.010, and RCW 38.52.070(2) based on the public health threat posed by COVID-19, and is
consistent with concurent emergency declarations issued by the President of the United States and the
Govemor of the State of Washington.

Beginning on March 23,2020, with Govemor Inslee's issuance of Proclamation 20-25 "Stay
Home Stay Healthy", state and local govemments began to issue orders designed to stop the spread of the
virus. The orders established shelter-in-place mandates and social distancing guidelines, described
essential activities, and closed businesses and schools. Over the ensuing weeks, new or revised
emergency proclamations and orders have been issued by state and local govemments, including the Ciry
of Sequim, allowing phased reopening of some businesses and facilities, and establishing programs to
ameliorate the impact of the pandemic on the public.
The necessary public safety guidelines have had a dire impact on many local small businesses,
which has the knock-on effect of causing devastating economic loss and unemployment across the entire
community -- which is especially harmful in rural areas.

The Sequim City Council recognizes the nexus between healthy small businesses and the
financial well-being of the community as a whole and the City government, itself. Therefore, on April27,
2020, Cowcil authorized implementation of the Small Business Rapid Relief Program, allocating
$250,000 fi'om the City's Rainy Day Fund to seed the program. The City then entered into a contract with
the Sequim-Dungeness Valley Charrber of Commerce (Chamber) to administer the program by accepting
grant applications, vetting applicants, and contracting with successfi.rl grant recipients. Those fi;nds were
very quickly disseminated to local businesses.
On June 22,2020, the Sequim City Council authorized an additional $60,000 be allocated from
the City's Rainy Day fund for the Small Business Rapid Relief Program, to be disbursed by the Chamber
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to successful grant applicants after the City has conducted an audit of the previously-disbursed amounts
and ls satisfied with the result. The Council also supported assisting the Chamber in its grant
administration function by providing tp to 2o/o of the $60,000 in additional grants funded to the Chamber
based upon reported and invoiced actual time and materials it expends in administering the grants.

NOW, THEREFORE,IT IS HEREBY DIRECTED AND ORDERED THAT:
Section 1. Authorization to Allocate Additional Funding from the City's Rainy Day Fund to
the Small Business Rapid Relief Program. The City will provide an additional S60,000 to the Small
Business Rapid Relief Program to fund additional grants to local businesses. Transfer of funds will
proceed in accordance with notmal City processes. The City will also reimburse the Chamber in an
amount tp to 2o/o of the additional $60,000 in grants funded to compensate the Chamber for actual time
and materials expended on grant administration, as detailed rn invoices submitted by the Charnber to the
City pursuant to their written contract (described below).
Section 2. Contractual Agreements. The City will enter into an addendurn to the existing Small
Business Rapid Relief Program contract with the Sequirn-Dungeness Chamber of Commerce that
accounts for the additional $60,000 in funding approved by the City Council on June 22,2020 and the 2o/o
administrative fee. The Chamber will continue to adrninister the Small Business Rapid Relief program in
the manner set forth in the original contract, as modified by the addendurn.
Section 3. Presentation, Ratification, Termination. Emergency Orders issued under the March
16,2020 Proclarnation of Civil Emergency will be filed with the Legal Department and presented by the
City Clerk as soon as practicable to the City Council for ratification and confinnation, modification, or
rejection, if applicable.
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Section 4. Duration. Unless rnodified, extended, or terminated by the Sequim City Council or
Sequim City Manager as applicable, this Emergency Order is effective imrnediately and remains in effect
until such date and time as the Govemor's Proclamations and amendments are lifted.

SIGNED this

23rd

day

of

July

2020, at

hours.

CITY OF SEQUIM

Charles P. Bush, City Manager

Attest:

Kristina Nelson-Gross, City Attorney
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