City of Sequim, Washington
Parks and Recreation Master Plan

“Sequim is a city that values the health of its citizens and provides
cost-effective parks, recreation and leisure opportunities which will
continue to make Sequim a great place to live and play.”

Dear Sequim community members,

Our parks and recreation system is a reflection of the community’s long held values and
support for parks, non-motorized trails, open space, community involvement, volunteerism and
wellness. The 2015 Parks and Recreation Master Plan represents the City’s vision, goals and
objectives for the development of parks and recreation in Sequim for the next twenty years.
Local agency recreation opportunities tend to be service- and facility-driven (e.g., recreation
programming, ball fields, courts, pools, trails, paths). Efforts important to the priorities of local
government include providing close-to-home recreation opportunities, supporting public health
through facilities that encourage physical activities, and providing facilities that encourage
personal mobility.
Care was taken to put together a realistic plan of action while recognizing the financial strain
most public agencies face due to the current economic environment. That is not to say that
every recommendation will be accomplished during the twenty year lifespan of this plan or as
shown in the 6-year Capital Improvement Program of this plan. Rather, as funding dollars
remain scarce, diligent work will be conducted to leverage local dollars against possible
matching grant funds. The donation of labor, funds and/or land will also be explored as we
work to fulfill the needs of the community.
This plan presents the framework and policy that will assist and guide the City in the
stewardship of our parks and recreation facilities. It is in the implementation of the plan that
the community will see a parks and recreation system that is modern, results-driven and
collaborative. Reshaping parks and recreation services will require the focused energy and
commitment of the City, as well as support from the community. Available funding will be
focused on the highest community priorities and through the support and collaboration of the
community. The Sequim Parks and Recreation Master Plan Update is the culmination of
eleven months of public outreach with community members, user groups and partners that
help provide many of our community’s services. These conversations with the community will
continue as we work together to accomplish the ambitious but necessary steps to ensure the
parks and recreation system continues to enhance the lives of Sequim residents.
Significant Changes Included in this Plan
Nationally there has been a movement in Parks and Recreation to move away from national
standards for minimum park areas or facilities based on population. While these types of
service levels allow a quick assessment of a park system, they have been criticized as a “one
size fits all” approach that can fail to recognize the unique features, history and needs of
individual communities. The National Recreation and Parks Association (NRPA) moved away
from universal standards in the mid-1990’s; however they are still commonly referenced as a
baseline for park planning.
The current guidance from the NRPA is to pursue a systems approach to park planning that is
based on the local community values. This approach is intended to develop local level of
service standards that are needs based, facilities driven and land measured. This approach
relies heavily on community involvement and tailoring standards to the needs and desires of
the local community. This approach also allows a city such as Sequim to tailor its service
levels to reflect the unique opportunities and needs that exist within the City of Sequim.
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In this plan, the City has moved to a less standard system of park classifications and service
levels that are tailored to the natural, built and social environment in which Sequim is located.
With the acceptance of this master plan, the City of Sequim commits to the new vision and
goals explained and detailed in this plan. I would like thank the Parks and Recreation Board
for their guidance and support during the development of this plan. I would also like to thank
the various community groups interested in the future of Sequim’s Parks and Recreation
system, who have contributed their time, suggestions and energy towards making Sequim a
great place to live and play.
Respectfully submitted,
Joseph D. Irvin
Joseph D. Irvin, AICP
Assistant to the City Manager/Parks Manager
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City of Sequim, Washington
Parks and Recreation Master Plan
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CHAPTER ONE
Introduction, Vision, Goals and Objectives

Introduction:
This Parks and Recreation Master Plan is an expression of the City of Sequim’s objectives,
needs, and priorities for the provision of parks and recreation space, services, facilities and
upkeep for its citizens. The plan was prepared by the City’s Park and Recreation Board in
association with City staff and included a public meeting review by the Planning Commission
and a public hearing review by the City Council.
The Washington State Legislature directs all jurisdictions planning under the Growth
Management Act (RCW 36.70A) to plan in a coordinated and comprehensive manner to
maintain and enhance the quality of life enjoyed by state residents:
RCW 36.70A.010: The Legislature finds that uncoordinated and unplanned growth, together
with the lack of common goals expressing the public’s interest in the conservation and the wise
use of our lands, pose a threat to the environment, sustainable economic development, and the
health and safety and high quality of life enjoyed by residents of the state. It is in the public
interest that citizens, communities, local governments, and the private sector cooperate and
coordinate with one another in comprehensive land use planning.

The Act further identifies broad goals for communities to attain including an Open Space and
Recreation Goal. This plan serves to establish policies and bring forth recommendations to
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assist in implementing this goal. RCW 36.70A.020 Planning Goals: Open Space and Recreation.
Encourage the retention of open space and development of recreational opportunities, conserve fish
and wildlife and wildlife habitat, increase access to natural resource lands and water, and develop
parks.

This Parks and Recreation Master Plan outlines recommendations for programmatic needs,
physical improvements to Sequim parks, maintenance and operational needs and volunteer
opportunities. It also makes recommendations for the management and funding of Sequim
parks and recreation facilities throughout the City’s neighborhoods. The Parks and Recreation
Master Plan is intended to be a 20-year plan, through 2035. However, it is a living document,
which will require continuous updating to meet changing conditions to preserve adequate
recreation, the pursuit of leisure activities, enjoyment of the outdoors and preservation of open
space, habitat and the natural environment in maintaining a balance in the quality of life
throughout the City of Sequim.
Location and Population:
The City of Sequim is located on the northern Olympic Peninsula, along U.S. Highway 101
east of Port Angeles and west of Discovery Bay. Beyond the City limits to the south rise the
foothills of the Olympic Mountains, and to the north the land beyond the City extends to the
Strait of Juan de Fuca. A review of historical population growth within the City of Sequim is
shown in Table 1-1. As identified in that Table, the City has grown at a consistent, and at
times, a substantial rate for each ten-year period.
(Table 1-1) Historical Population Growth in the City of Sequim: 1920-2014

YEAR
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970
1980
1990
2000
2005
2014

POPULATION
402
534
676
1,044
1,164
1,549
3,013
3,617
4,334
4,730
6,910
Source: Washington State Office of Financial Management.

The population of Sequim is forecasted to grow during the next 20 years. This growth is
expected to continue at an annualized rate (2%) resulting in forecasted population levels for
Sequim of:
a. 7,480 persons by 2020
b. 8,594 persons by 2027, and
c. 10,069 persons by year 2035.
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While the City of Sequim has a current population of 6,910, there remain approximately 35,000
additional residents who reside in the unincorporated areas of eastern Clallam County. These
residents often utilize the City’s Parks and Recreational facilities placing additional demands
on our parks and recreation system.
Sequim has long been known as a retirement destination and the population growth continues
from that knowledge. Currently the median age of Sequim residents is 58.
(Table 1-2) 2014 age demographics

Age Range
0 – 5 years old
6 – 18 years old
19 – 45 years old
46 – 64 years old
65(+) years old

Number
346
704
986
2,082
2,792

Source: United States Census Bureau.

Current Land Use, Shoreline and Development:
The current land uses and development patterns are strongly influenced by Highway 101 and
Washington Street. Commercial activities and most multi-family dwelling units residential are
concentrated between the Highway 101 and Washington Street corridors. The remaining land
use excluding the 5th Avenue Medical and Senior Living District are developed single-family
residences or remain vacant with single-family zoning. The City of Sequim is approximately
6.37 square miles in area and has approximately 5,359 lineal feet of marine shoreline.
Johnson Creek flows from the foothills of the Olympic Mountains into the west side of Sequim
Bay at Pitship Point (near the John Wayne Marina) and the total length of Johnson Creek
which falls within the city limit is approximately 4,200 linear feet. Bell Creek flows from the
uplands of Happy Valley and the north flank of Burnt Hill through the eastern portion of the City
of Sequim. It enters into a lagoon in Washington Harbor on the marine shoreline just north of
the mouth of Sequim Bay. During at least one time in its geologic history, it is believed to be
the location of an old route (“paleo-channel”) taken by the Dungeness River. The total length
of Bell Creek which lies within the city limit is approximately 15,000 linear feet.
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Sequim Today:
Today Sequim is regarded as a progressive community with a quaint downtown and the heart
of the Sequim-Dungeness Valley. It is known for its high quality of life, active community
members, and many options for recreating including activities such as the Olympic Discovery
Trail, hiking, boating and fishing, as well as for being a top tourist destination. Sequim is often
referred to as the Lavender Capital of North America, which annually draws approximately
30,000 visitors to the Sequim-Dungeness Valley.
Conservation and wise use of the natural resource base is vital to the physical, social and
economic development of Sequim. Knowing the location of existing resource elements and
understanding the interrelationship between these elements will allow for an orderly growth of
the city while maintaining the rural small town character of Sequim. In conformance with the
Growth Management Act, the City of Sequim has classified and designated natural resource
lands and critical areas. Locally unique features in the Sequim region include ravines, marine
bluffs and beaches and locally unique biological species such as the Brittle Prickly Pear
Cactus, Garry Oak trees and the local herd of Roosevelt Elk.
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During the consideration of park and recreation facility expansion the natural resource base
plays an important role. Coordination between the acquisition and development of additional
parkland and the preservation of critical resource features should be accomplished. The
incorporation of areas with soils containing development limitations, wetlands, frequently
flooded areas, streams and stream corridors and wildlife habitat areas, all provide suitable
opportunities for park and recreation development. Lands set aside for critical area mitigation,
natural environment conservancy lands, and lands designated for wildlife reserves should also
be considered for possible inclusion in the City’s park and recreation system. Furthermore,
lands set aside as Public Facilities for Public Utility systems should also be considered for
possible inclusion in the City’s park and recreation system.

Impact Fees:
On March 22, 2010 the City Council of the City of Sequim adopted Ordinance 2010-008 (Park
Impact Fees) which became effective on June 1, 2010. The City Council found that
development activity in the City of Sequim will create additional demand and need for parks
and recreation facilities; and that adequate park facilities should be provided to serve the
demand generated from new development in the City. The City Council also wants to ensure
adequate park facilities be available to accommodate expected growth when needed, and that
the cost of new park facilities be shared by the public and private sectors, and that the
proportionate share of the expense of adequate park facilities necessitated by the impacts of
new development be borne by development applicants through the imposition of park impact
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fees. Park Impact Fees are calculated by looking at the Capital Facilities Plan adopted by the
City of Sequim as part of the Comprehensive Plan and compared to the expected population
for the next 20-year horizon. Currently the Parks Impact Fees are:
Single Family Residence - $2,210 per dwelling unit
Multi-Family Residence - $2,382 per dwelling unit
On November 28, 2011 the City Council of the City of Sequim adopted Ordinance 2011-024
which was an ordinance amending the Citizen's Park Advisory Board name to the City of
Sequim Park and Recreation Board as the Board and City Council recognized the importance
of having a Parks and Recreation Board focus on both parks and recreation needs.
The adoption of the Parks Impact Fees and the name change to the City of Sequim Park and
Recreation Board has clearly set the tone for “Sequim Today” as it relates to Parks, Recreation
and Leisure amenities. In the simplest terms parks are often referred to as large public green
areas in a town which are used for recreation. Recreation is referred to as an activity one does
for enjoyment when one is not working. Leisure is referred to as the use of free time for
enjoyment. The Board has set the vision for the future of the City of Sequim’s Parks,
Recreation and Leisure amenities.
Vision and Sequim Tomorrow:
The Parks and Recreation Board vision for the future of Sequim’s Parks and Recreation
system is:
“Sequim is a city that values the health of its citizens and provides cost-effective
parks, recreation and leisure opportunities which will continue to make Sequim a
great place to live and play.”

Goals and Objectives:
(G.1) Safe Community
It is the City of Sequim’s desire to implement strategies that continue to foster a climate of
safety for residents in neighborhoods and public places. Sequim has the potential to keep safe
our green residential spaces which will bolster the importance of gathering places where
neighbors form social ties that produce stronger, safer neighborhoods. In addition, Sequim’s
well maintained parks create a perception of safety and it is our goal to keep parks and
neighborhoods safe.
(O1.1)
When revising the Sequim Municipal Code (SMC), provide an option to encourage
developers to provide an in-lieu fee instead of the currently required 10-percent open
space to help fund capital improvements to neighborhood parks which serve the
residents of new developments.
(O1.2)
When revising the SMC, provide incentives that encourage developers in commercial
districts to provide pocket parks, plazas, courtyards, arcades, atriums, pedestrian
corridors, and through block corridors.
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(O1.3)
Develop new and additional partnership/volunteer stewardship programs utilizing local
service clubs and organizations.

(G.2) Healthy and Socially Thriving Community
The City of Sequim will continue to promote a healthy community which addresses social and
cultural inequities, while recognizing that environmental, economic, and social sustainability
are built upon full community involvement. Sequim’s park and recreation system should
provide one of the most effective ways to build a sense of community and improve quality of
life. The community should be able to participate in parks and recreation programs and
special event opportunities which build social capital which also serves as the backbone of a
strong and engaged community.
(O2.1)
Develop park master site plans and implementation strategies which address the
community's needs for active and passive recreation opportunities.
(O2.2)
Develop a funding strategy to implement the designed and approved master site plans.
(O2.3)
Provide recreation programs that are comprehensive, enriching, and affordable for all
citizens.
(O.2.4)
Identify, preserve and interpret Sequim’s heritage, traditions, historic, environmental and
cultural features.

(G.3) Accessible, Connected and Livable Community
The City of Sequim should integrate a compact, interconnected urban park system which helps
to define the shape and feel of a city and its neighborhoods. Sequim’s urban parks, which
include parkland, plazas, greenways, landscaped boulevards and civic spaces, should define
the community layout, traffic flow, public events and the civic culture. The City of Sequim
should continue to maintain and develop a balanced and well-connected system of parks and
recreation facilities that is linked to all modes of travel. Linking parks, greenways, and other
natural or restored lands to create an interconnected green-space system provides benefits for
people, wildlife, and the economy. It helps connect people and neighborhoods while providing
opportunities for exercise that can counter today’s trends in obesity and adult-onset diabetes,
and enhances emotional well-being by bringing nature “close to home.”
(O.3.1)
To develop a comprehensive open space and trails plan and implementation program
which is designed to link neighborhoods with parks, significant open spaces, schools,
shoreline access areas, mixed use centers and employment centers.
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(O.3.2)
Acquire land for open spaces and trails through municipal or state programs, such as
stormwater management and wildlife/wetland protection.
(O.3.3)
Apply for grants from public agencies and private foundations to acquire land for open
spaces and trails.
(O.3.4)
Work with nonprofit groups, such as the North Olympic Land Trust, to obtain
conservation easements and create incentives for open space and trails system
development.
(O.3.5)
Integrate the open space and trails network of development proposals with the Olympic
Discovery Trail.

(G.4) Environmentally Sustainable Community
The City of Sequim should strive to implement “Green infrastructure” into park sites, buildings
and facilities to conserve natural ecosystem values and functions. City facilities should also
have a major role in implementing energy conservation practices as the utilization of highefficiency lighting and heating/cooling systems can dramatically reduce the city’s carbon
footprint and contribute to the financial and environmental sustainability of the Sequim
community.
(O.4.1)
Locate trails in areas that are important to preserve as open spaces, such as wooded
areas, drainage corridors, shorelines, scenic vistas, and others. Locate trails along
drainage corridors when possible to do so without degrading the environmental
functions and values of the area.
(O.4.2)
Designate and retain wetlands, drainage corridors and other areas that provide
essential habitat for priority plant or wildlife species as passive open space. Sites which
the City should consider critical corridors which include:
a. Johnson Creek corridor
b. Bell Creek corridor
(O.4.3)
Where possible, accommodate multiple functions within the open space and trails
system, including: stormwater management; viewpoints; protection of cultural
resources; wildlife habitat; and passive recreation.
(O.4.4)
Locate, design, construct and manage park and recreation facilities to be compatible
with natural features (e.g., soils, geology, topography, and shoreline resources) and
cultural resources.
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(O.4.5)
Establish a heritage tree program while recording an inventory of trees of significant
height and growth.

(G.5) Economically Vital Community
The City of Sequim should continue to utilize parks as an indicator for creating positive
economic benefits. This is important because parks, recreation and leisure amenities enhance
property values and attract homebuyers, workers, and retirees. Sequim should recognize that
parks and recreation often emerge as an “engine” that drives tourism in the community by
providing access to unique features, programs, and experiences such as special events and
festivals. Recreation facilities provide sites for sports tournaments and athletic events, which
can be major sources of tourism and an economic benefit to the City of Sequim.
(O.5.1)
Incorporate significant cultural resources in the design and development of new park
and recreation facilities, and provide interpretive opportunities where appropriate.
(O.5.2)
Design and manage park and recreation facilities to maximize environmental protection
and provide interpretive opportunities for ecological systems and features, and cultural
resources.
(O.5.3)
Deliver measurable economic benefit to the community by providing or supporting
programs, special events and facilities.
(O.5.4)
Establish an ongoing six-year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for parks and recreation
facilities.
(O.5.5)
Providing public art in appropriate locations throughout the city and designing public
spaces, such as but not limited to entry, directional and interpretive signs can contribute
to Sequim’s image.

(G.6) Good Governance
The City of Sequim should utilize a lifecycle management approach to manage parks and
existing recreation infrastructure to promote a healthy and safe community while contributing to
financial sustainability. In addition, using the lifecycle management approach for recreation
services will require the City of Sequim to continue planning, implementing, and evaluating
programs to effectively meet diverse and changing community needs. Furthermore the City of
Sequim should continue to utilize best management practices and new technology while
providing professional development opportunities to Parks and Recreation staff to effectively
and efficiently manage and maintain all parks, recreation and leisure operations.
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(O.6.1)
Develop a coordinated sign program which provides a user friendly guide to the location
of parks, trails and park amenities.
(O.6.2)
Provide adequate funding for open space and trails network operation and
maintenance.
(O.6.3)
Assure that maintenance and operation costs are considered in the development of City
park and recreation facilities. Ensure that City park and recreation facilities incorporate
design and construction features that minimize long-term operation and maintenance
costs (e.g., design park restrooms to include energy efficient light fixtures and skylights,
and vandalism proof fixtures).
(O.6.4)
Incorporate sustainable standards and best management practices into planning and
design of new parks and rehabilitation of existing facilities.
(O.6.5)
Responsible planning and management of physical and financial resources while
providing consistent ongoing high quality maintenance of parks and facilities is vital to
ensuring the protection of parks and facilities as essential public assets.
(O.6.7)
Review Impact Fee structure to ensure fees are appropriately set based on the needs
identified in this plan.

(G.7) Well Represented Community
The City of Sequim should coordinate with the large number of volunteers and volunteer
groups to assist in park maintenance, program operations and promotion of community events.
Furthermore, the City should strive to include at least one student age member on the Parks
and Recreation Board to ensure the voice of the youth is represented in future decisions
related to the City’s Parks and Recreation system.
(O.7.1)
Develop park and recreation facilities, programs and opportunities which are responsive
to the needs and interests of Sequim residents.
(O.7.2)
Design park and recreation facilities to accommodate a citizenry diverse in age,
interests, income levels and abilities.
(O.7.3)
Master Plan major parks and facilities through a public input process to modernize and
update sites.
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(O.7.4)
Provide a diversity of park and recreation facilities and a balance of opportunities for
both passive and active recreation and that meets the needs of different age groups,
abilities, and interests.

(G.8) Nurtured Community and Regional Partnerships
The City should share recreational opportunities by coordinating with County, State, Tribes,
Port, Sequim School District, private individuals, Sequim Aquatic Recreation Center and other
local agencies, when and where feasible.
(O.8.1)
Broaden the use of school buildings and grounds as places for public use after school
and on evenings.
(O.8.2)
Increase cooperative management with the Sequim School District through joint use
agreements.
(O.8.3)
Joint use agreements should seek to renovate, schedule, and manage facilities for
greater public use and enjoyment.
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CHAPTER TWO
Inventory

Current Parks and Recreation Facilities Inventory:
City of Sequim Park Categories
The Parks Master Plan sets out the following park categories to create an inventory of
existing parks and recreational opportunities. This inventory helps the Parks and Recreation
Board determine the adequacy, extent and distribution of park resources within Sequim. The
importance of categorization is to provide a variety of park types which satisfy the broad
range of community recreational needs.
Community Parks
Community parks serve broader purposes than neighborhood parks. Focus is on meeting
community-based recreation needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open
space. Community parks also serve as nodes for a City-wide pathway system. Facilities may
include: field and court games, softball and baseball diamonds, playground equipment, tennis
courts, basketball courts and other athletic facilities. Passive recreation opportunities
(picnicking, benches, walking, etc.) may also be provided if a natural setting also exists.
1) Carrie Blake Park – (22.42 Acres)
Carrie Blake Park began as farmland
at the east end of town. Now it's a
community
park
of
diverse
attractions: two ponds, a Japanese
garden, a gazebo, a picnic shelter, a
convention center, two playgrounds,
horseshoe pits, a dog park and agility
training area, softball fields, a BMX
track and a skate park.
It's
unbelievably busy and by day a
visitor can easily see that Sequim is
not just a retirement community
based on the activity at Carrie Blake
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Park. The park has developed from volunteer efforts of people with different interests.
When community groups saw a need, they invested time, money and hard work to
make the park's amenities possible. The park area once belonged to the 200-acre
Honey Locust Farm, the home of Edward Blake.
In 1910, Edward Blake's son, Charles, married Caroline Davidson, the daughter of
Scottish settlers who farmed on Taylor Cutoff Road. The "Carrie" of the future Carrie
Blake Park worked as a telephone operator for the Sinclair Hotel and the Port Williams
single-circuit line. She joined her husband on the family farm; the couple kept a herd of
60 Guernsey cows, along with horses, pigs and gardens.
When U.S. Highway 101 was to be extended east to Blyn in 1934, the state
transportation department began to mine gravel on the Blake property, creating what
came to be known as "Blake's ponds." The ponds were mined for gravel for the next
three decades. Meanwhile, Carrie Blake planted pond lilies and stocked the ponds with
goldfish. In the 1970s, Edward Blake sold about 28 acres bordering the ponds to the
City of Sequim. The Sequim Lions Club asked the City to use the land as a park. Club
members followed through by grading the land and building a meeting hall with a
kitchen. The meeting hall is known today as the Guy Cole Mini-Convention Center
which still hosts community events throughout the year. The City purchased the ponds
in 1975 and in the same year voted to name the park after Carrie Blake.
In 1993 the City of Sequim signed a sister
city agreement with Yamasaki, Japan. Two
years later the City set aside land in the park
for a Japanese garden, to be constructed
and maintained by the Yamasaki Sister City
Committee. (Yamasaki joined five other
cities to form Shiso City, and in 2004
Sequim entered into a sister city agreement
with Shiso.) Although Bell Creek is nearby,
the park always has depended upon the City
to pump in reuse water to fill its ponds and
stream.
Like the rest of Carrie Blake Park, the Sequim Dog Park is an example of citizen action
from beginning to end. The first citizen action in 2006 included several calls to the
Sequim Police Department complaining that a few dog owners were running their pets
off-leash. Dog owners petitioned the Park Advisory Board to build a dog park, studied
design and safety issues, gathered signatures on a petition and went before the City
Council. In 2007, the City set aside nearly 2 acres on the east side of Carrie Blake Park
and the "Dog Park Pals" raised money to create three fenced fields for dogs to go offleash. The Sequim Police Department later set up an agility obstacle course to train its
canine officers, opening the course to the community as well.
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The skateboard park was added in 2000
and the local youth were offered free use
of helmets. A graffiti wall has since been
added and currently the park is used by
skateboarders, bikers and scooter users.
The lazy ponds and friendly ducks may
make it seem that Carrie Blake Park
always has been there, but both the
landscape and the activities available are
the result of energetic citizens who decided
to serve the interests of the community.
Excerpts taken from: “Reflection meets recreation at Carrie Blake Park”
by Joan Worley, for the Sequim Gazette

2) Water Reuse Demonstration Site – (28.85 Acres)
With a grant from the Washington State Department of Ecology nearly 29 acres north of
Carrie Blake Park was bought by the City of Sequim to transform into a Water Reuse
Demonstration Site. In doing so, the Water Reuse Demonstration Site has become a
place for a variety of community groups, gatherings and activities. The Demonstration
Site has a park-like feel with picnic tables, walking and biking trails traversed across the
site, horseshoe pits, roughly 14 manicured acres of play fields with soccer nets
scattered about, ornamental community gardens and a performing arts stage “The
James Center for Performing Arts.”
Since the purchase of the property in
1998
various
community
organizations have become part of
the site in one way or another.
Although the acreage has provided
some
serendipitous
community
opportunities, the primary function of
the Demonstration Site is to educate
and demonstrate the sustainable
practice of reusing wastewater. The
Department
of
Ecology
has
implemented multiple water reuse
demonstration sites throughout the state and Sequim’s Water Reuse Demonstration
Site is one of them. Partnering with the City's wastewater reclamation facility, treated
Class "A" wastewater is piped to the Water Reuse Demonstration Site where it is kept in
holding ponds and used for a variety of uses. A majority of the reuse water is utilized on
public lands including roadway medians, landscaped areas and park sites.
Complimentary to the reuse of water, the entire site is designed with a consistent focus
on water conservation using "low impact development" strategies. The Clallam
Conservation District, with help and contributions from local businesses, volunteers,
Sequim High School FFA and multiple grants, installed examples of low impact
development such as porous paving, a rain garden (a garden of drought-resistant plant
species) and water-wise landscaping. To continue to utilize the Demonstration Site's
potential, future plans include additional infiltration holding ponds. The reused water is
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fittingly recycled about the
Demonstration
Site.
The
restrooms within the James
Center for the Performing Arts
uses the water and both the
Terrace Gardens and Albert
Haller Playfields are irrigated
with it. In addition, the holding
ponds support fish for youths
to hone their fishing skills.
By day, the fields within the
Demonstration Site are fairly
undisturbed, but once work
hours draw to a close the
fields are used primarily by
soccer players. Last spring
the Sequim FC Adult Co-ed Recreational Soccer League took form. The league started
with a group of local youth soccer coaches and their desire for an adult recreational
league. During the league's fall, spring and summer seasons at least 200 people use
the fields weekly with roughly 15 players per team and family and friends that come to
watch.
The playfields are just one example of the
community's
interaction
with
the
Demonstration Site. In 2004, the James
Center for the Performing Arts was built by
the nonprofit organization, the Sequim City
Band. The organization has since gifted
the center to the City with the stipulation
that they can use the rehearsal hall and
stage for their performances. With more
than 60 band members, the Sequim City
Band needs a large venue, like the James
Center to play and practice. The James
Center's stage was carefully engineered to properly promote acoustics and those on the
stage can be heard across the Demonstration Site. Similar to the Albert Haller
Playfields, the James Center for the Performing Arts has seemingly filled a community
niche. Aesthetically, the Demonstration Site is pleasing. For example, the Terrace
Gardens near the James Center are planted with various flowers that peak at different
times throughout the seasons. The gardens started as a Master Gardeners project, but
have since fallen into the hands of a local volunteer group. Although most of the
gardens and landscaping is mature at this point, more than 15 years later the Water
Reuse Demonstration Site continues to develop new gardens and amenities.
Excerpts taken from: “Water Reuse Demonstration Site: a versatile city space”
by Alana Linderoth, for the Sequim Gazette
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3) Joseph L. Keeler Memorial Park – (42.81 Acres)
Much different than many of the
City's other parks, Joseph Keeler
Memorial
Park
is
large,
undeveloped and consists of rolling
fields, some lightly wooded areas
and wetlands. It is located near
the intersection of Happy Valley
Road and U.S. Highway 101, the
park parallels the highway on the
east of Sequim. In 2008, Joe
Keeler and Carol Bolduc, the
grandson and granddaughter of
Joseph Keeler, sold to the City
32.81 acres for $806,610 and
donated an additional 10 acres to
the City of Sequim with the arrangement that the land be used as a passive park. A
passive park would require the property to stay in its undeveloped and natural state.
However, since the original changing of hands the agreement has changed so the
eastern half of the park may be active and thus allows for picnic tables, playground
equipment and other such amenities. Although there's a bit more flexibility for
development at the park, it remains a "challenge site.” The sheer size of the park, its
location near the highway and the allocation of long-term maintenance and operations
funds for the park are some of the challenges City officials are currently grappling with.
Joseph Keeler moved to Port Townsend from Kansas with his family at age 14, but
given his venturesome spirit, Keeler strayed north to prospect in British Columbia and
the Yukon throughout the 1890s. By 1898 however, Keeler returned to the peninsula to
marry the daughter of a Sequim pioneer family, Etta Priest. In pursuit of additional
business ventures the couple moved to Dawson with their son Hammond, but returned
to Sequim in 1902 to settle down. When Keeler arrived to the area he brought his
energy and thirst for business ventures with him. Keeler is responsible for building the
first telegraph office, a saloon on Washington Street, the 50-room Sinclair Hotel, a water
tower to pump in water and a generator to provide light, which later became the Sequim
Light and Power Company, just to name a few of Keeler's contributions to Sequim. In
1907, Keeler laid out the first plat for the town
site. Given Keeler's substantial influence on the
town, the Joseph Keeler Memorial Park property,
which was once part of the Keeler farm, will have
interpretive signs, including a history of the Keeler
family. In addition to interpretive and educational
signage, there's potential for nature trails and
viewing areas.
Excerpts taken from: “Joseph Keeler Memorial Park: a park with potential”
by Alana Linderoth, for the Sequim Gazette
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Neighborhood Parks
Neighborhood parks are the basic unit of the park system and serve as the recreational and
social focus of the neighborhood. Focus is on informal active and passive recreation, and
includes open playfields.
1) June Robinson Memorial Park – (.45 Acre)
A park full of organic gardens
is a fitting tribute to June
Robinson (1925-2009), who
spent her life showing students
and City residents that history
is a living thing.
June
Robinson
Memorial
Park,
opened in 2010 and provides a
shady lawn and a bench for
relaxing; half of the park,
however, is a busy patchwork
of sixteen 10-foot by 10-foot
plots and eight 4-foot by 10foot raised garden beds.
Community members can apply on a first-come, first-served basis for garden plots
through the City of Sequim. The park is a complete gardener's delight, with water
available on-site, a protective metal fence and a well-stocked tool shed built by the
Sequim Sunrise Rotary Club. The raised beds are courtesy of Sam Schwab, who took
on the task as an Eagle Scout project. In addition to individual gardens, the City
sponsors several plots for volunteers who wish to grow produce for the Sequim Food
Bank. The park also has a porous asphalt parking lot and LED-style street lamps, a
green move for the City.
Born and raised in Seattle, June Robinson
spent summers hiking the Sequim area with
members of her mother's family, the Spaths.
Inspired by her own fourth-grade history
teacher, Robinson went on to take a degree in
history from Seattle University and to teach for
a number of years. "A couple of students told
me June was the best teacher they ever had,"
June's husband, Ray Robinson, said at the
park's opening. "From the start, she was a
good teacher." When she and Ray retired to
Sequim, Robinson continued her work in education. She was a reading tutor for many
years and served for more than 10 years on the Sequim School Board. She turned her
scholar's eye to local history, adding her writing and editing skill to publications such as
"Images of Clallam County," "A History of Clallam County," "Washington, Why Do They
Call It …," "The Norwegian Memorial," "The Chilean Memorial" and the "Wreck of the
Austria." Robinson created an inventory of pre-statehood landmarks in Washington to
help preserve historical sites. She worked for the community as well, serving with the
City of Sequim Parks Advisory Board, the Sequim Museum & Arts Center, the Clallam
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County Heritage Advisory Board, the Clallam County Historical Society and the Clallam
County Genealogical Society. For Robinson the area's history was not a hobby but a
"profession," said Clallam County Commissioner Mike Doherty after Robinson's death.
Excerpts taken from: “June Robinson Memorial Park”
by Joan Worley and Michael Dashiell, for the Sequim Gazette

2) Margaret Kirner Park – (.43 Acre)
Two playground sets, a group of swings, a picnic table and a few shady trees make
Margaret Kirner Park a perfect play-break spot. The park is situated in the residential
area at the corner of South Fourth Avenue and West Pine Street.
In 1975 the Sequim City Council appropriately
named the two lots donated by John Kirner for
the use of a City park "John Kirner Park," but by
1994 John Kirner requested the park name be
changed to "Margaret Kirner Park" in
remembrance of his wife, according to Sequim
City Council Resolution 77. Margaret Willison
and John Kirner were married in 1937. The
couple remained together for 57 years before
Margaret died from cancer, less than a year
after their only child Donald Kirner died from a
heart attack in 1993. Following the loss of his
wife and son, Kirner continued on to live a long life farming trees, operating heavy
equipment and even remarried at age 94. John Kirner was as local as they get and is
considered a Sequim pioneer. Born in a farmhouse in 1904 off Palo Alto Road, Kirner
attended the University of Washington and paid his way through school from money he
made logging. While attending college Kirner also pitched on the University of
Washington's baseball team and later his love for baseball inspired him to build a
baseball diamond on his own property up Palo Alto Road. Kirner graduated in 1930
from the University of Washington with a degree in accounting and minor in economics.
Post-college he joined the Army Transport Service during the early 1940s, but was
determined to return to his hometown after World War II and work in the woods again.
Returning to his roots, Kirner bought 80 acres off Palo Alto Road in 1948 and later
bought an additional 80 acres where he
continued to work in the Olympic
Peninsula forests and refocus his
attention to tree farming.
Throughout the years of living in
Sequim, Kirner also became involved
with the Sequim City Council, the
Clallam
County
Board
of
Commissioners and Sequim School
Board. In recognition of his ongoing
community involvement, Kirner was
honored with multiple awards, including Red Cross Real Hero award, according to a
2007 news article. It wasn't until the last three years of Kirner's life that he strayed from
the area and wintered in Arizona. Upon Kirner's return to Sequim in 2007 after he and
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his wife had spent the winter away, Kirner was selected by the Sequim Irrigation
Festival Committee to be 2007 Grand Marshal because of his significant community
contributions. This was Kirner's second time participating as a pivotal part of the
Irrigation Festival Grand Parade, as he had been an Irrigation Festival Grand Pioneer in
1983. Shortly following his participation in the Irrigation Festival, Kirner died at his
home in Dungeness in June 2007 at the age of 102. The two lots Kirner donated to the
City of Sequim still remain however, and although the park is just under a half an acre, it
continues to be a place in the midst of town for citizens to relax, have a picnic or where
youths can play.
Excerpts taken from: “Margaret Kirner Park: a place to play”
by Alana Linderoth and Joan Worley, for the Sequim Gazette

3) Gerhardt Park – (7.62 Acres)
The 7.62 acre Gerhardt Park is Sequim's
most recent park addition located slightly
before the intersection of South Third
Avenue and Reservoir Road. Although the
park was accepted before the City Council
in 2006, it was in 2013 that the park came
under City control.
Anton and Rosa
Gerhardt gifted their property to the City
upon their deaths in exchange for a
domestic
water
connection.
Anton,
nicknamed "Toni," died shortly after the
agreement with the City and Rosa passed
away in 2013 at age 100. Following Rosa's
death, ownership of the property, as agreed to in previous years, went to the City of
Sequim to be turned into a park.
The Gerhardts moved to Sequim from
Chicago in the late 1960s. The couple
bought the land in 1973 and raised
sheep and honeybees on the old
homestead. The park provides both
open space as well as forested land
and Bell Creek trickles through a deep
ravine along the eastern boundary of
the property.
Lou Pinnell's parents were the original
owners of the property and had bought
it and some surrounding acreage in
1938 for about $300. The older of the
two homes at Gerhardt Park is
Pinnell's childhood home. The kitchen is the original footprint of the house that was later
expanded. Lou Pinnell helped the Gerhardts with their lawn maintenance and general
upkeep and Donna Pinnell spent a lot of time with Rosa.
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Long before their move to Sequim, both Anton Gerhardt and Rosa Gotthardt had rich
pasts that began overseas. The couple met in Chicago while routinely riding the same
bus route; each immigrated to America separately. Rosa immigrated to America before
Anton in 1935 from her home in
Moschendorf, Austria. Anton wasn't
as fortunate as he became a
German captive during World War II.
He was the youngest among five
children, and most of his siblings
were killed along with his parents
when their family farm was invaded.
Later in the war, Anton worked as a
cook serving the American Army
before making his way via ship to
Chicago. After moving to Sequim on
a business endeavor, and though that endeavor fell through, Anton and Rosa stayed.
Anton went to work on cedar telephone poles and doing odd jobs, then soon retired.
Excerpts taken from: “Gerhardt Park: property gets new lease on life”
by Alana Linderoth, for the Sequim Gazette

School-Park/Sites
School sites provide intensive recreational activities (sports fields, gymnasium, stadium, etc.),
which also serve to fulfill many of the organized recreation needs in the City.
1) Sequim School District – (69.53 Acres)
The Sequim School
District site within the
Sequim
city
limits
includes the following:
stadium, main field,
green fields, baseball
fields, fast pitch fields,
north soccer fields,
Haller soccer fields,
Greywolf fields, tennis
courts, pole vault pit
and a track.
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Regional Recreation Facility/Site
A Recreation Facility/Site typically includes a sports complex which is heavily programmed.
These sites provide facilities for single-focus organized field sports such as baseball, football,
soccer, swimming, tennis and other sports activities. These sports complexes typically are
strategically located within the community’s region.
1) Dr. James F. Standard Park – (10.1 Acres)
Nearly each day from mid-April through
early July, Dr. James F. Standard
Memorial Park off of Silberhorn Road is
bustling with youths, coaches and parents
as the Sequim Little League practices and
games are played. With the exception of a
few maintenance checks or an occasional
volunteer to mow the grass, the 10.5-acre
park is undisturbed the remaining eight
months out of the year. In addition to
providing a space for the Sequim Little
League to play, Dr. James F. Standard
Memorial Park serves as a well-field for
the City of Sequim.
In September 1975 Maurice and Frances
Sherk donated the land now known as Dr.
James F. Standard Memorial Park to the City
of Sequim. However, according to Sequim
City Council meeting notes, it wasn't until
1982 that the park was officially named after
Dr. James F. Standard. After his move to
Sequim, Dr. Standard pursued ongoing
volunteer services for Sequim athletes in all
sports. He became a devoted supporter of
youth athletic activities within the area for
nearly 20 years. In recognition of Standard's
longtime community involvement, the park
was fittingly named after him.
The park is owned by the City, but it is located outside of city limits. Given the park’s
location and minimal use, except from for Little League activities, it is almost entirely
maintained by the Sequim Little League and volunteers. Sequim Little League does,
however, own the parking area and Champion Field. In total, Dr. Standard Memorial
Park is home to Thatcher, Knapp, Murillo, Lotito and Champion fields as well as four Tball fields.
Excerpts taken from: “A City park outside the City, Dr. James F. Standard Memorial Park: home to the Sequim Little League”
by Alana Linderoth, for the Sequim Gazette
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2) Sequim Aquatic and Recreation Center – (4.94 Acres)
The Sequim Aquatic and Recreation Center (SARC) includes an aquatics area which
has a six-lane pool, rope swing, diving board, water slide, 90° shallow pool,
hydrotherapy pool, dry sauna and steam sauna. There is a circuit room which allows
one to get a 30-minute total body workout with 12 stations, a cardio room with 50+
cardio machines including treadmills, elliptical, nuwave, row machines, stair steppers,
bikes, versa-climber, and arc trainer. There is also a weight room which has over 5,100
sq. ft. with over 30 pieces of machines including Nautilus, Life Fitness, Paramount,
including cable cross-over. The free weight area includes barbells, dumbbells, max
rack smith machine, leg presses and a number of other options. SARC also provides
two racquetball courts and one basketball court. Activities include basketball, pickleball,
racquetball, volleyball and wall ball. Classes offered include aquarobics, tai chi, yoga,
gentle, body sculpt, endurance circuit, fit start, zumba and pilates.

Paths, Bikeways and Trails
Pathways and bikeways provide an opportunity within an urban setting for walking and
bicycling. Where possible, they provide links to other recreational areas, scenic vistas,
historic points of interest, or public access to a waterfront. These pathways are typically
designed as a portion of a statewide or local trail system.
1) Olympic Discovery Trail (ODT) – (6.5 linear miles (34,320 LF) in the city limits)
Although not technically a Sequim City Park, the Olympic Discovery Trail passes
through the city limits and some city parks. The Olympic Discovery Trail is intended to
eventually connect Sequim with the West end of Clallam County — an idea that grew
from the creation of the Peninsula Trails Coalition that formed in 1987.
To date, the Peninsula Trails Coalition continues to spearhead the construction and
maintenance of the trail system. A 2011 Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment
Survey designed to gather data from households within the Sequim School District
found 75 percent of households have a need for walking, hiking and biking trails, which
ranked the highest among alternative needs, such as additional large city parks or
beach areas. The same survey concluded within a year-long period 63 percent of
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households used the
Olympic Discovery Trail.
Upon completion, the
Olympic Discovery Trail
is planned to have
alternative
routes
through the city limits
with a shopping route, a
shortcut or a more
leisurely route. There is
a newly built kiosk constructed by local Eagle Scout Brandon Grow at the corner of
North Rhodefer Road and East Washington Street which provides trail information
directing trail users through the city limits.
Excerpts taken from: “The trails of Town”
by Alana Linderoth, for the Sequim Gazette

2) S. Third Avenue Trail – (1,200 linear feet)
The Third Avenue Trail currently is in place as an interim safety enhancement trail and
will be improved in conformance with all street and landscaping standards as adjacent
property is developed. The desire for this trail has come from citizens who reside along
S. Third Avenue between Brownfield Road and Happy Valley Road.
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3) Brackett Road Trail – (800 linear feet)
The Brackett Road Trail currently is in place as an interim safety enhancement trail and
will be improved in conformance with all street and landscaping standards as adjacent
property is developed. The desire for this trail has come from citizens who reside in the
Vintage Senior Housing Development on West Washington Street between South 9th
Avenue and Priest Road as a means of travelling safely to the Wal-Mart shopping
center.

4) Gebhardt Zwicker Trail – (660 linear feet)
Once a sprawling dairy farm extending west
from Blake Avenue, it is now a small linear park,
only 1.21 acres in size, known as Gebhardt
Zwicker Trail. The trail is a nature trail given its
unpaved state as it follows Bell Creek from
Blake Avenue to Haller Street. The trail is a
small slice of the former 1920s farm owned by
Swiss immigrant Gebhardt Zwicker. The trail
was dedicated by Sequim City Council in 2002
and named in remembrance of Zwicker.
Zwicker came to Sequim from Waldkirch,
Switzerland, in 1920 to join a friend. Shortly
after his arrival, Zwicker bought land to build his dairy farm and established himself
among the community. By 1931 Zwicker secured American citizenship. He never
returned to Switzerland and remained in Sequim to operate his farm. Today, the only
remaining and undeveloped part of Zwicker's dairy farm is the short trail stretching just
under a city block in length.
Excerpts taken from: “The trails of Town”
by Alana Linderoth, for the Sequim Gazette
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Commercial/Community Sites
Commercial/Community Sites are small passive areas designed primarily to improve and
maintain urban environmental quality. They provide rest and relaxation areas and provide
aesthetic improvements in developed areas. No intensive recreation facilities should be
provided at these sites; however, landscaping, benches, table, etc. are typically developed. In
addition, areas of protection from the elements through screening, plantings and covered
areas should be provided. These areas sometimes contain small green spaces that serve
pedestrians in downtown shopping areas and are typically situated within a quarter mile of the
shopping area. Instead of providing outstretching grassy space or playground equipment for
children to play, Commercial/Community Sites provide a place to take a quick breather while
walking through downtown, an area to host public events or simply a place to sit and wait for
the next bus.
1) Seal Street Park – (Public Right-of-Way)
Once a through street off of
Washington
Street
in
central
Sequim, Seal Street was established
as a city park in 2003 as part of a
Downtown Revitalization Project.
The park was fittingly named in
recognition of Charles Franklin Seal
who was an entrepreneur within the
area and built the Sequim Trading
Company
at
the
corner
of
Washington Street and North
Sequim Avenue. Although Seal
already had a successful mercantile
store in Dungeness, he refocused
his
attention
on
Sequim
in
anticipation of the railway in 1915. The original building built by Seal still occupies the
same street corner and currently houses a variety of local businesses. Though Seal
Street Park is only one-tenth of an acre in size it has three benches, an exercise station,
a World War I Veteran’s Memorial drinking fountain, an informational kiosk to help
navigate town and is surrounded with shrubs and trees making it an aesthetically
pleasing place to sit and relax. Also nearby Seal Street Park there's a city map and
signage with information about the Roosevelt elk herd.
Excerpts taken from: “Pocket Parks, Sequim’s small parks”
by Alana Linderoth
For the Sequim Gazette

2) Heritage Park Transit Stop – (Public Right-of-Way)
It's probably safe to say Heritage Park is one of the most
artfully and well-kept bus stops on the North Olympic
Peninsula. Located on Washington Street, the land now
used as a Clallam Transit bus stop officially was deeded
by the Co-op Farm & Garden (Clallam Cooperative
Associations Inc.) in June 2001 to the City of Sequim.
However, in an effort by the City Council to "create an
attractive and safe pedestrian environment throughout
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commercial areas of the city," construction of Heritage Park actually began in 1998.
The design and development of Heritage Park was a joint effort among a number of
organizations, but primarily the City Council, Clallam Co-op and Sequim 2000. The City
Council decided to utilize the donated land as a way to honor the deeply rooted
agricultural history of Sequim and the year 2000. Those waiting for the bus or just
taking a break are protected from the weather by the large rustic roof topped with a
cupola. Colorful tiles painted by local elementary students decorate the walls of the
open structure and the area is planted with a wide variety of native plants and grasses.
Excerpts taken from: “Pocket Parks, Sequim’s small parks”
by Alana Linderoth, for the Sequim Gazette

3) Centennial Place – (.19 Acre)
In 2013 by unanimous vote, the Sequim City Council
approved a $215,000 purchase of an 8,300-square-foot
plot of land, now known as Centennial Place in the
midst of downtown at the corner of Washington Street
and Sequim Avenue. In past years, Centennial Place
was a Gull gas station. After referring to the property as
the "former Gull property" for months after purchasing
the land, in September 2013 the City Council settled on
the name "Centennial Place" because the property was bought in Sequim's centennial
year and thus marks a significant point in history for the City. Centennial Place will be
an area for community events and activities.
Excerpts taken from: “Pocket Parks, Sequim’s small parks”
by Alana Linderoth, for the Sequim Gazette

4) Civic Center Plaza – (.34 Acre)
The Civic Center Plaza is a component of the Civic Center Building construction project
and it is anticipated that the plaza will be an open concept and designed to
accommodate community events. There will also be some seating, a flag pole, a 911
Memorial and a totem pole which has been donated to the City of Sequim from the
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe.
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5) Pioneer Memorial Park – (3.76 Acres)
Once the town cemetery, Pioneer
Memorial Park is nearly four acres of
sprawling grass with trees, flowers
and a short road that loops through
the scenic park. To this day a few
headstones remain as reminders of
the park's past use, although most of
the bodies were removed from
Pioneer Memorial Park and laid to
rest at the current Sequim View
Cemetery by 1919. John Bell, the
man behind the land now known as
Pioneer Memorial Park, came from
Fort Victoria where he worked for the Hudson Bay Company farm. Bell confiscated a
boat after leaving the company and rowed across the Strait of Juan de Fuca to Clallam
County where he voluntarily fought in the last of the Indian Wars, but not long after
signed naturalization papers and filed a 160-acre homestead claim at what became the
southeast corner of Sequim Avenue and Washington Street.
Originally the land now used as a park was dedicated to the board of Clallam County
Commissioners in 1888 by Bell for the use of a town cemetery. By 1909 the land had
been transferred to the Sequim Cemetery Association. Once the cemetery outgrew the
space Bell dedicated, a new cemetery elsewhere took its place, and the land returned to
nature. That is until the early 1940s when descendants of pioneers and the Sequim
Prairie Garden Club began to clear the weeds, blackberry vines and debris accumulated
in the abandoned cemetery. By 1951 the Garden Club secured a 99-year lease of the
park for $1 per year from the Sequim Cemetery Association. Shortly after the lease
agreement members voted to officially name the old cemetery "Pioneer Memorial Park."
The continuous dedication by the Garden Club to reshape the park won it a national
award in 1967 in recognition of the "beautification project.” This award was one of many
awards won throughout the years because of the Garden Club's longtime devotion to
Pioneer Memorial Park.
As the park developed, various amenities were added and the landscaping continued to
blossom. Picnic tables, a kitchen, clubhouse and restrooms slowly were established
within the park and it became a place for social gathering, events and fundraisers. The
name Pioneer Memorial Park became fitting as nearly every tree, stone, artifact and
garden within the park is in memory of a Sequim historical figure. In addition to original
headstones left in a far southwest corner of the park, an old canoe once used by the
Quileute Tribe is nestled in the park. The canoe was donated by the Frick family. The
park also is the resting place for a log cabin built in 1861 and donated by the Zaccardo
family in memory of their mother. The canoe and historical cabin are a couple examples
of the elements found within Pioneer Memorial Park that honor people and things of the
past.
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Though the City of Sequim now owns
Pioneer Memorial Park, the Garden
Club remains active in maintaining the
park and managing the clubhouse. In
2002, the Garden Club signed a 50-year
lease with the City of Sequim to secure
the park's future for many more years to
come. The Garden Club has more than
40 members currently and they often are
seen at Pioneer Memorial Park working
on their gardens. Pioneer Memorial
Park may have served a variety of
purposes for the community throughout
the years, but it eventually evolved into
the lush four acres it is today. Inside its boundaries, Pioneer Memorial Park encloses
both its own rich history and historical bits of Sequim's humble beginnings.
Excerpts taken from: “Pioneer Memorial Park: a place of remembrance”
by Alana Linderoth, for the Sequim Gazette

City of Sequim Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Page 34

MAP 2-1
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To evaluate the need for City parks, recreation opportunities and leisure amenities spatially
and to assist in the effort to assure equitable availability of parks and recreation facilities is
available to all Sequim residents who live in different parts of the City, the below map has been
created to show deficiencies in access to parks and recreation opportunities.
MAP 2-2

City of Sequim Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Page 36

The below Table 2-1 describes park and recreation sites serving the City which are located
within the City limit. In addition to the inventory of park and recreation sites, Table 2-2 below
describes amenities provided at parks and recreation sites within the city limits and outside the
city limits. This inventory has been provided for informational purposes only and shows what
facilities are currently available.
Table 2-1
Existing Inventory of Parks and Recreation Sites within Sequim City Limits: 2015

CATEGORY

Community

Neighborhood
School-Park/Site
Regional Recreation Facility/Site
Paths, Bikeways and Trails

Commercial/Community Sites

SITE NAME

OWNERSHIP ACRES/LINEAR FT.

Carrie Blake Park
Water Re-use Demonstration Site
Joseph L. Keeler Memorial Park
June Robinson Memorial Park
Margaret Kirner
Gerhardt Park
School Campus
Dr. James Standard Park
SARC
Olympic Discovery Trail
S. Third Avenue Trail
Brackett Road Trail
Gebhardt Zwicker Trail
Seal Street Park
Heritage Park Transit Stop
Centennial Place
Civic Center Plaza
Pioneer Memorial Park

City
City
City
City
City
City
SSD #323
City
Rec. Dist. #1
Multiple
City
City
City
City
City
City
City
City

22.42
28.85
42.81
0.45
0.43
7.62
69.53
10.1
4.94
6.5 Miles or 34,320 LF
1,200 LF
800 LF
660 LF
Public R-O-W
Public R-O-W
0.19
0.34
3.76
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Table 2-2
Existing Inventory of amenities at Parks and Recreation Facilities inside and outside city limits: 2015

RECREATION SITE
Olympic National Park
Olympic National Forest
Sequim Bay SP
Dungeness Rec. Area.
Dungeness Landing
Robin Hill
Marlyn Nelson
Sunland Golf
Skyridge Golf/Range
Dungeness Golf
Cline Spit
Carrie Blake Park
Pioneer Memorial Park
Water Re-use Demonstration Site
Albert Haller Playfields
Margaret Kirner Park
June Robinson Memorial Park
Sequim School District Campus
Sequim School Distirct Greenfields
Dr. James Standard Park
SARC
Boys & Girls Club
Children’s Park
John Wayne Marina
Olympic Discovery Trail
Gebhardt Zwicker Trail
Citywide Walk/Bike System
Seal Street Park
Mary Wheeler
Dungeness Spit
Three Rivers
Railroad Bridge
Master Gardener
Downtown Restrooms
Centennial Place
Heritage Park Transit Stop
Joseph L. Keeler Memorial Park
Gerhardt Park
Civic Center Plaza
Third Avenue Trail
Brackett Road Trail

RECREATION FACILITIES/ACTIVITIES
Backpacking, beach access, boating, canoeing, fishing, hiking,
lodging, mountain climbing, picnicking, tent/trailer camping.
Boating, canoeing, fishing, hiking, lodging, picnicking, tent/trailer
camping, restrooms.
Picnicking, tent/trailer camping, fishing, restrooms.
Beach access, hiking, picnicking, camping, restrooms.
Picnicking, interpretive center, boat launch, restrooms.
Picnicking, hiking, gardening, athletic fields.
Boat launch, beach access, picnicking, hiking, restroom.
18-Hole golf course (Semi-private)
9-Hole golf course (Public)
18-Hole golf course (Semi-private)
Boat launch, beach access, restroom.
Mini-convention center, softball, skate park, playground,
picnicking, hiking, restrooms.
Community hall, picnicking.
Bandshell, hiking, pet areas, RC boating, fishing derby.
12-acres of soccer and playfields.
Playground, picnicking.
Community Gardens, on the ground/raised beds, tools and water.
School activities, tennis courts, soccer, football, baseball.
Field sports.
Little League baseball, restrooms.
Indoor swimming pool, courtgames, fitness center.
Indoor youth sports
Playground, basketball, volleyball.
Boat launch, moorage, beach access, picnicking, restrooms.
Non-motorized trail.
Bench, Non-motorized trail.
Non-motorized trail.
Bench
River Access, picnicking.
Natural area, hiking, picnicking.
Natural area, fishing, hiking.
Interpretive Center, hiking, picnicking.
Education, interpretive/conference facility.
Restrooms
Benches, Pan de’Amore, Special Events.
Transit Stop, Bench, Public Art.
Open space
Trail to Bell Creek, open space.
To be designed as part of the Civic Center Building project.
Non-motorized trail (Interim Safety Enhancements).
Non-motorized trail (Interim Safety Enhancements).
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CHAPTER THREE
Public Involvement

Public Involvement
A critical and ongoing part of the master
plan is the public involvement process,
which is necessary to effectively deliver a
community-oriented park and recreation
system. A balanced, open, and
collaborative engagement process builds community-wide trust in the plan and the process.
Public involvement is carefully planned in order to create an outcome that will secure support
for, and the ultimate approval of, the master plan by the City Council, advisory groups, City
management, department staff, and the diverse groups that utilize Sequim’s Parks and
Recreation amenities. The building of a city’s parks, open space and recreation system is
largely directed by community values, priorities, and resources. Clearly parks and recreation
play an integral role in the community’s identity as expressed during the Sequim 120 Visioning
process. Local community goals and objectives in (Chapter 1) further define the vision. Open
and ongoing communication with the public is crucial to the development of this Parks and
Recreation Master Plan. Measuring and monitoring of public needs, perceptions and
satisfaction levels was done in several ways as described below.
Public Involvement opportunities provided during the planning process included the following
key elements.
• Irrigation Festival Booth “What’s your favorite thing to do in a City Park?” activity
(5/3/2014).
• Sequim Rotary Salmon Bake Booth “What’s your favorite thing to do in a City Park? –
Ranking Exercise” (8/10/2014).
• Stakeholder interviews with volunteer and community special interest groups.
• A public Visioning Workshop (5/21/2014).
• Surveys and interviews (formal and informal) – 2011 to present date.
•
Public meetings (Parks and Recreation Board and Planning Commission).
To review documented input collected during the City’s public involvement activities please
refer to the attached Appendix B.
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CHAPTER FOUR
Demand and Needs Analysis

…..………THIS……………….or…………………THIS…………..
Introduction
This chapter helps to identify the recreational needs for the City of Sequim. This analysis
involves the comparison of the existing supply of recreation land and facilities to the
anticipated demand (i.e. population growth). Also included in this chapter is a review of trends
that may affect recreation providers. Local Service Standards based on park functionality and
accessibility have been incorporated into this plan to be used as a method to compare the
City’s level of service to other, generally accepted national standards. It is important to
remember that this plan has not been designed to utilize national standards because a one
size fits all approach does not work for Sequim. Rather, national standards have been
reviewed to serve as a benchmark for this plan. A review and analysis of the spatial
distribution of park types and specific facilities has also been identified. Map 2-2 shown earlier
in this plan has been utilized to determine accessibility and availability of existing recreation
sites and facilities.
Assessing the community’s needs and demands involves one of the most important elements
of the planning process. Evaluation requires a variety of methods and must take into account
a number of factors. This section assesses need in the following order:
1)
The development of standards based on local goals and objectives, specifically
residential and commercial standards which consider function, equitable
distribution and access of parks.
2)
Needs addressed in this plan are related directly to the demographic and use
characteristics of the city’s population.
3)
Community goals and objectives are reviewed as expressed through surveys,
meetings, and adopted plans. Ultimately, “the level of customer satisfaction” is
the true measure of a good standard.
4)
Consider the impacts of tourism, which places an increasing seasonal demand
on the City’s facilities.
5)
Finally, resources must be factored into the mix. In developing this Needs
Assessment, it is crucial to recognize that needs are affected by a variety of
issues and priorities, based on population forecasts and characteristics, available
land, obtainable grants, future funding and city policies. In an era of diminishing
resources, needs and demands must be balanced with available resources.
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Under the Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA), communities are responsible for
providing public facilities without decreasing levels of service (LOS) below locally established
minima (RCW 36.70A.020(12)). Measuring the adequacy of Sequim’s parks, recreation, open
spaces and trails requires an established set of standards. The GMA allows flexibility in
establishing the level of service standards to meet local needs and expectations. This Park
and Recreation Master Plan assess park demands based on two levels of service standards:
function and accessibility. As the goals in this plan represent the views of Sequim residents,
the standards are also tailored to local attributes. For instance, residents may express desires
for a level of service which differs from historically used national standards or those of other
communities. Sequim has unique assets and conditions which do not fit the traditional
standards. They will provide direction in site and facility improvements and geographic
distribution, but should be supported by other methods of identifying system additions and
improvements. The majority of parks and recreation facilities are located near Downtown
Sequim. As the City continues to grow, areas currently void of accessible recreation
opportunities should be analyzed to determine the feasibility of park land acquisition and
facility development.
Level of Service Standards
The Level of Service standards described in the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, and
summarized in the following chart, are based on historic planning principles established by the
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA). However, the Master Plan does not strictly
follow the historically used NRPA guidelines because a one-size-fits-all approach is not
realistic to use as a benchmark for level-of-service standards.
TABLE 4-1
LOS STANDARDS
PARK AND RECREATION FACILITIES
Facility Type

LOS Standard
(per capita population)

Community Park
Neighborhood Park
School-Park/Site
Regional Recreation Facility/Site
Path, Bikeways and Trails
Commercial/Community Sites

2.5ac/1000
1.0ac/1000
2.0ac/1000
1.0ac/1000
1,320LF/1000
0.25ac/1000

Existing
Inventory
94.08ac
8.5ac
69.53ac
15.04ac
36,980LF
4.28ac

Required by
2035
0
1.5ac
0
0
0
0

Not only does Sequim have needs for increased access to neighborhood parks, it has needs
for upgrading or improving of existing facilities, as the above Table 4-1 clearly shows
availability of land is supplied to Sequim residents. Neighborhood parks are the most common
type of park to serve residential areas. Facilities provided at neighborhood parks are oriented
to active play areas for the neighborhood residents and serve all residents living within a
quarter-mile.
Local Service Standards - Park Function and Accessibility
While the gross acreage level of service is a reasonable overall standard, the type of park and
ease of access holds much more significance than the total park acreage. A quality park
system should contain a good balance of property types and should be located geographically
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throughout the City. Resources must be allocated equitably throughout the community while
reflecting changes in the level of demand for parks, recreation and leisure accommodations.
A service radius is recommended in planning a logical distribution of parks and open space.
Park users will generally walk a limited distance to access a park. Based on NPRA's 1995
classification system this 2015 Parks and Recreation Master Plan uses a service radius of <1/4
mile for Commercial/Community Sites and Neighborhood Parks. Though streets designated
as “minor arterial” or smaller in the City of Sequim are not considered boundaries to access;
Highway 101, is recognized here by configuration and traffic load as a boundary for pedestrian
park access, along with the Bell Creek corridor along the south side of Highway 101.
Residential Level of Service
Neighborhood park service areas as well as school facilities are identified on the below Map 22 above. As shown on the map, two types of deficiencies have been defined in Sequim.


No access and limited neighborhood parks - The areas of Sequim that are not within
one quarter mile of an existing neighborhood facility are shown on Map 2-2. There is a
need for additional neighborhood parks in the Southwest, Eastern and Northwest
portions of the City.

Commercial Level of Service
Commercial/Community Sites are often associated with commercial zones in the City.
Sequim’s are provided downtown and they provide comfortable access to pedestrians and
bicyclist travelling from residential neighborhoods to and from downtown. The target users are
a wide variety of employees, customers, visitors/tourist and youth. There is no need for
additional Commercial/Community Sites.
Tourism/Visitor Level of Service
Residential and Commercial growth is not the only foreseeable impact to park services. The
City’s ability to provide adequate tourist facilities such as restrooms, transient parking,
interpretive services, and shoreline access for pedestrians and boaters is experiencing
increasing seasonal demand. Extensive promotion through the Lodging Tax Advisory
Committee and the Olympic Peninsula Visitors Bureau has been effective in promoting
Sequim’s events and the North Olympic Peninsula’s wide-ranging recreation opportunities.
Increases in tourist visits to Sequim will continue to increase demand on City park facilities and
services. These demands are likely to be concentrated within Carrie Blake Park and
Downtown Sequim. This increase in demand for service should continuously be analyzed and
included in future park planning. Use by visitors of City facilities is not well documented
although the impacts are evident in the increased maintenance hours needed by park crews
for cleanup. Future analysis of impacts on the parks operations and maintenance should
account for increase in use by nonresidents. Tourists are attracted to a well maintained
system of parks and trails and thus, wise investment in Sequim’s Parks and Recreation
Facilities and Programs contribute to a healthy tourist economy.
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Community Trends
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

There is a need to analyze alternative funding strategies such as a Metropolitan Park
District (MPD) to assist in the capital, maintenance and operations components of a
parks and recreation system;
Linear activities are popular activities. A significant portion of all linear activity,
especially walking and bicycling, takes place close to home on bicycle paths, sidewalks,
streets, and roads;
Nature and natural settings play an important role in many activities by category and
type. There is high participation in observing and photographing the outdoors, especially
wildlife, as well as continued participation in the established nature-dependent activities
of hunting and fishing, all of which indicates the importance of preserving habitat for fish
and wildlife;
There is a need to find acceptable means to pay for maintenance and operation,
including improved on-the-ground management presence, of Sequim park lands and
facilities; and
There is growing evidence of declining public health related to inactivity, and a need to
address the role of outdoor recreation in helping to reverse this decline.

An OlyCAP Community Needs Assessment report (2013) indicated that the numbers of child
care centers in Clallam County has decreased to a far greater percentage during the same
period where the numbers of children in age groups needing daycare remained relatively
constant. Households with children have a lower median income than those without children
and increased numbers of children are living in poverty. Concurrently, numbers of children
diagnosed with disabilities are increasing and nearly half of live births are now to single
mothers. As median wages have increased only modestly while other household costs are
much higher, more than 50% of Sequim's children are now reliant on free and reduced lunch
programs in school. As parents have fewer options to provide for children's access to
recreation and play spaces, public parks and playgrounds become ever more important. Fewer
day-care programs and more single-parent households indicate a greater need for after-school
programs.
Dramatic increases in Sequim Food Bank usage were reported for fiscal 2013 over prior years,
in particular among people over age 55. Additional elderly concerns exist as low-income
seniors find themselves in smaller living spaces with fewer resources, safe access to public
parks with ADA features is critical to maintaining quality of life. Although our definitions and
accessibility standards represent the recommended level of service standard for parks for the
City of Sequim, level of service definitions should now recognize and include consideration
health, wellness, and social equity.
Management, Maintenance and Operations
Another key consideration in future facilities planning is the community’s ability to maintain
parks. Maintenance and operations costs vary widely depending on the type of facility (e.g.,
natural open space parks with limited trails are likely to require significantly less maintenance
than an athletic field with associated restrooms). Staff relies on volunteers for help with
respect to weeding, bridge maintenance and picking up litter. Routine maintenance efforts are
falling behind.
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The City should assess resources needed to manage and maintain park and recreation
operations. This should include an evaluation of the current organization structure, staffing
and outside contracting services. In addition, the development of clear and concise written
management policy, procedures and practices for park and recreation operations is important.
Furthermore the City should strongly consider the creation of a City Park Enhancement Grant
Program to leverage local funds for improving recreation opportunities for Sequim residents in
the form of a Park Enhancement Grant (PEG) program. Funding would be included as part of
the City’s annually adopted Capital Improvement Program to provide matching funds, which
will encourage outside organizations and individuals to create new opportunities for activities
within Sequim. The grant program would be competitive and require any new facilities to be
located on city-owned publically accessible property and available for public use. Successful
applicants would be required to provide a 50-percent match of City funding.
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CHAPTER FIVE
Capital Improvement Program and Recommendations

The City of Sequim has several different funding sources it draws on to provide for park
acquisitions, operations, maintenance, and improvements. The City does charge for use of
facilities such as the Guy Cole Mini-Convention Center, Sequim Transit Center and the James
Center for Performing Arts.
Typically, funding for each year’s operations comes from the General Fund, and is divided into
a couple of locations. Public Works gets the largest share of the budget for its personnel costs
to maintain the park system.
Capital Improvement Program:
A capital improvement program (CIP), as it relates to this Parks and Recreation Master Plan, is
a list of proposed major improvements over the next six years. These improvements are
arranged in order of preference to assure that they are carried out in priority and in accord with
the City’s ability to pay. In reality, current funding allocations do not achieve the proposed CIP.
Additional revenue sources will be needed to implement the entire CIP. The CIP is reviewed
annually. This plan has identified level of service standards for a variety of individual park type
classifications considered “close-to-home” and facilities typically provided for a balanced
recreation system.
Close-to-home classifications included City-owned community and
neighborhood parks, commercial/community sites, paths, bikeways and trails and the areas of
school district recreation facilities generally available to the public. To review the CIP refer to
Appendix A.
Specific recommendations and projects have been included in this capital improvement
program to address the anticipated needs, based on forecasted population levels for the City
for the aforementioned “close-to-home” park classifications and facilities.
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Potential Funding Sources:
A wide variety of funding sources are available to implement the recommendations listed in
this plan. Some of these sources include:
Federal, State and Local Funding Assistance Programs (Grants)
The principal public funding sources applicable to the parks and recreation development are
found in the categories of local, state and federal programs commonly referred to as “Statutory
Funding”. These may include but are not limited to funding assistance programs administered
by the Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) for the State of Washington, US Army Corps
of Engineers, and other agencies including public, private and non-profit organizations. Grants
for funding park projects generally require matching City funds to be eligible for grant funding
assistance. Grants enable the City to leverage or supplement its funding resources.
Boating Facilities Program, also administered by the RCO, provides funds for
shoreline and upland projects which enhance boating-related facilities.
The Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program provides funding for a broad
range of land protection and outdoor recreation, including park acquisition and
development, habitat conservation, farmland preservation, and construction of
outdoor recreation facilities.
Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account (ALEA) is administered by the State
Department of Natural Resources and provides funds for the acquisition and
development of lands which provide public access to the state’s shorelines. The
status of this fund is dependent upon legislative appropriation.
Coastal Zone Management Fund is administered by the State Department of
Ecology. Funds from this source are intended to provide facilities for public
access to previously inaccessible shorelines.
Real Estate Excise Tax (REET)
This is a tax levied on the sale of real property within the City. It is legally restricted for capital
purposes, including park acquisition, renovation, and development. The Growth Management
Act stipulates that the City must use the REET primarily for projects contained in the Capital
Facilities Element of the Comprehensive Plan.
General Fund
This fund is used to account for all non-restricted financial resources. Restricted resources are
accounted for in separate funds. Most restricted funds are due to regulations. However, City
Council can voluntarily agree to restrict the use of certain general revenues for specific
purposes. For example, revenues from the cell tower in Carrie Blake Park are restricted and
accounted for in the Parks Restricted Fund.
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Bonds
•

•

•

General Obligation Bonds are notes of credit approved by the voters. The voters, in
approving a general obligation bond, agree to levy themselves an increase in
property tax to pay the interest and principal of the bond.
Councilmanic Bonds are notes of credit approved by the City Council to be paid by
current operating revenue. These differ from voter approved bonds as the debt is
paid by the general City operations and maintenance budget, and the funds must
come from new sources (i.e. additional sales tax revenues, fees and assessments).
Revenue Bonds are notes of credit, the interest and principal of which are paid from
the profits from operating the facility whose construction is funded by the sale.
Revenue Bonds are approved by the City Council. Revenue bonds encompass a
broad category of mechanisms for financing. For the purposes of project
development, revenue-bonding procedures may be used based on authorizing
statutes or based on leasehold values of land, facilities and operating entities that
create a cash flow. Cities also have authority to issue revenue bonds for utility
purposes such as water and sewer service.

Donations
Gifts and donations from individuals, foundations, and business can also be used to
supplement City resources for the improvement of its facilities.
Park Districts
State statutes allow the formation of two types of Park District’s each with differing taxing
authority.
• Park and Recreation District Service Areas (PRSA) Section 36.68 Revised Code of
Washington (RCW) provides for the creation of park and recreation service areas, which
can consist of all or a portion of a county. PRSAs may include cities within their
boundaries, although this is not a requirement. A simple majority approval by voters
within the proposed service area is required. If approved by 60% of the voters, PRSAs
may issue bonds or enact special levies for the construction and maintenance of
recreation facilities. PRSAs are considered to be taxing authorities in their own right,
and any debt incurred, following voter approval, does not count against a city or
county’s debt limit. The statute allows a county to assign operational responsibility for
facilities developed by a PRSA to a city through an interlocal agreement.
•

Metropolitan Park District. In 2002, the state legislature authorized the establishment
of metropolitan park districts as special units of government that may be wholly
independent of any involvement with a city, county, or any other local public agency or
jurisdiction. Metropolitan Park Districts have their own independent taxing authority as a
municipal corporation in the State of Washington. Like a PRSA, metropolitan park
districts may provide recreational facilities that are specific to the district’s boundaries in
return for the district residents’ agreement to pay the special development, operation
and maintenance costs utilizing special financing devices. A metropolitan park district
must be initiated by local government resolution or citizen petition following hearings on
feasibility and cost studies of the proposed district’s facility development or operation
costs. The proposal must ultimately be submitted for voter approval (50%+1) including
all provisions relating to any special financing agreements. The boundaries of the park
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district may coincide with city boundaries. A Board of Commissioners may be elected to
oversee the park district, although an existing City Council may take the place of a
separate Commission if a District’s boundaries are contiguous with the city’s boundary.
User Fees
The fee structure typically preferred by recreation agencies is a system of individual activity
fees. This reflects the common desire to offset certain traditional activities free of any fees or
charges while allowing the City to defray operating costs and expenses for intensive activities
such as league sports. Additionally, there may be entrance fees for “special use” park facilities
and entrance fees, plus activity fees, at other facilities such as sports parks and recreation
centers. The actual fee schedule is a function of policy and may be subject to annual review.
Adoption of user fee schedules should consider “market values” for recreation services, which
have a modifying effect on the amount of user fees charged. User fees typically do not offset
all public costs for parks and recreation and, thus, should be considered an offset of some
recreation program operations and maintenance expenses.
Joint Development
Public/private or public/public partnerships are designed to leverage each dollar through the
added economics of joint development in areas of acquisition, operations and maintenance,
infrastructure development, joint use parking/drainage, etc. Examples include commercial
recreation, such as miniature golf or standard golf courses, aquatic centers, amusement parks,
sports centers, theater or performing arts facilities, arenas and other forms of enterprise tied to
recreation services.
Joint Use
While not actually considered joint development, there may be opportunities for maximizing
facility value, such as joint use parking from an adjacent public or private facility that will result
in reducing the effective cost of the new facility (parking, surface water retention, etc.).
Philanthropy
Contributions from private donors may provide an excellent source of capital and operation
funding as well as potential leverage for attaining matching funding.
Haller Park Fund
This is a permanent fund. The principle that established this fund was contributed by the Haller
Family; who placed a restriction that only the interest could be expended for Park upgrades.
Impact Fees
These are fees charged to developers to cover, in whole or in part, the anticipated costs of
improvements that will be necessary as a result of the impact the development has on the
City’s infrastructure (e.g., pathway/trails, parks, etc.).
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Local Funding Programs
General Fund

Capital Projects


Operations and Maintenance


Property Tax
Sales Tax
Interfund Transfer

Reserves
Real Estate Excise Tax






(1/2 annual REET)

General Obligation Bonds



(voter approved)

Limited Tax Obligation Bonds



(Councilmanic, non-voter approved)

Revenue Bonds
Impact Fees
Donation
Park Districts
User Fees
Joint Development
Joint Use
Philanthropy
Haller Park Fund










State Funding Programs
Boating Facilities Program (BFP)
Washington Wildlife and
Recreation Program (WWRP)
Aquatic Land Enhancements
(ALEA)
Coastal Zones Management
Fund
Other State Funding Programs
as they become enacted

Capital Projects



Federal Funding Programs
Land and Water Conservation
Fund
US Army Corps of Engineers

Capital Projects









Operations and Maintenance







Operations and Maintenance



Section 1135

Other Federal Funding
Programs as they become
enacted





As is the case with all planning programs, the true determination of a plan’s effectiveness is
the degree to which the plan’s recommendations are implemented over the given timeframe.
The recommendations should be an expression of the goals identified in Chapter 1 and remain
consistent with the plan objectives proposed to achieve those goals along with the vision
articulated by the community through the public involvement process and conducted surveys.
If implemented, those goals and objectives should serve to provide the residents and visitors of
Sequim quality recreation sites and facilities through the life of the plan.
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Specific Site Recommendations

1) Carrie Blake Park
Develop a Master Site Plan in conjunction with the Water Reuse Demonstration Site.
Uses/Improvements to be incorporated as part of the Master Site Plan:
Pickle Ball Courts
Rock Climbing Wall
Skate Park
BMX Park
Guy Cole Building
Basketball Courts
Additional pedestrian only trails
Water bottle refilling station
Reconfiguration of children’s playground equipment
Reconfiguration of access road
Cross-circulation from Blake Ave. to Rhodefer Rd.
Tennis Courts
Dog Park
Recycle stations (small individual receptacles)
Benches, picnic tables and a picnic shelter
Entrance and Interpretive signage
Born Learning Trail
2) Water Reuse Demonstration Site
Develop a Master Site Plan in conjunction with the Carrie Blake Park.
Uses/Improvements to be incorporated as part of the Master Site Plan:
Demonstration garden, community garden and fruit trees
Tiered seating around the Band shell perimeter
Bocce Ball Courts
Children’s playground equipment
3) Joseph L. Keeler Memorial Park
Develop a Master Site Plan.
Uses/Improvements to be incorporated as part of the Master Site Plan:
Street access improvements
Parking accommodations
Restroom facilities
Environmental stewardship demonstration facilities
Habitat viewing areas
Open space for playing frisbee or flying a kite
Pedestrian boardwalks
Entrance sign and interpretive signage
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4) Pioneer Memorial Park
Uses/Improvements to be incorporated at this park:
Connect pedestrian accesses to other areas downtown
300-feet of 8-inch sewer line installation and connection to City system
Picnic tables and benches
ADA accessible walking trail around perimeter of the park
Entrance Sign and Interpretive signage
Water bottle refill station/drinking fountain
Trim vegetation to improve visibility into the park from Washington Street
5) June Robinson Memorial Park
Uses/Improvements to be incorporated at this park:
Additional raised garden beds
6) Margaret Kirner Park
Uses/Improvements to be incorporated at this park:
New children’s playground equipment
Improved signage
7) Gerhardt Park
Develop a Master Site Plan.
Uses/Improvements to be incorporated as part of the Master Site Plan:
Small farm activities including goats, chickens, bees, gardens all aided by
demonstrations
Building removals and restoration
Implement a docent opportunity onsite
Improved parking accommodations
Delineate park boundaries
Zip line(s) over Bell Creek
Children’s playground for neighborhood
Entrance signage and interpretative signage
8) Sequim School District
Interlocal Agreement for Use of Facilities and for Operations of Recreational Programs
9) Dr. James Standard Park
Uses/Improvements to be incorporated at this park:
Bleachers, dugouts and painting
Small children’s playground equipment
Implement a Docent site
Dugout and fence repair
10) Sequim Aquatic and Recreation Center
No funds from the City
11) Olympic Discovery Trail (ODT)
Pedestrian/Bicycle/Vehicle/Signage and public space amenities
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12) S. Third Avenue Trail
Interim Safety Enhancement
13) Brackett Road Trail
Interim Safety Enhancement
14) Gebhardt Zwicker Trail
Trail maintenance
Bench
Interpretative signage
15) Seal Street Park
Replacement Reserves to be created
16) Heritage Park Transit Stop
Replacement Reserves to be created
17) Centennial Place
Pedestrian and Community Events
18) Civic Center Plaza
Implement the design concept developed as part of the Civic Center project

*This plan has been designed to recognize that unforeseen opportunities may arise where the
opportunity exists to provide recreational and/or leisure improvements on lands not listed
(either public or private) within this plan and/or at another site then where it is identified within
this plan.

Additional and General Recommendations
1) The potential to develop a Bell Creek corridor walking-bike trail should be evaluated.
2) A Johnson Creek eco-trail corridor should be evaluated to be connected to the Olympic
Discovery Trail.
3) Evaluate the recreational opportunities for active uses at the Port Williams Well fields.
4) Identify candidate sites for neighborhood parks to ensure all Sequim residents have
safe accessibility within a ¼-mile to their residence and development a financing plan to
make parkland acquisitions.
5) Identify appropriate locations for public amenities such as, restrooms, drinking
fountains, bike racks and information kiosks.
6) Identify and periodically update, through surveys, a user profile which includes, peak
times of use, frequency of use and activities or facilities used, and/or needed.
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7) Implement a Park Enhancement Grant Program to leverage local funds for improving
recreation opportunities for Sequim residents in the form of a Park Enhancement Grant
(PEG) program. Funding is included as part of the City’s annually adopted CIP to
provide matching funds, which will encourage outside organizations to create new
opportunities within Sequim. The program would be competitive and require availability
for public participation at no cost. Successful applicants would be required to provide a
50-percent match of city funding.
8) Conduct an update to the Parks and Recreational Facilities Impact Fee Rate Study.
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SLX-YEAR CAPLTAL LaPRhVEaENT PRhGRAa
New Uses and Needed Lmprovements to be included in aaster Plan

Total Project Cost
2015-16

Carrie Blake Park
aaster Plan
Pickle Ball Courts (8)
Rock Climbing Wall
Skate Park
BaX Park
Guy Cole Building
Basketball Courts
Additional pedestrian only trails
Water bottle refilling station/Drinking Countain
Reconfiguration of children's playground equipment
Reconfiguration/cross circulation of access road (Blake to Rhodefer)
Tennis Courts (4)
Dog Park
Recycle Stations (small individual receptacles)
Benches, picnic table and picnic shelter
Entrance sign and interpretive signage
Born Learning Trail
ToPal

$10
$150
$10
$0
$0
$750
$35
$20
$3
$20
$300
$225
$0
$3
$20
$8
$3
$1,557

Year of Completion
2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

2019-20

2020 (+)

$10
$150
$10

$95

$150

$20

$150

$3

$150
$20

$205
$35

$300

$225
$3
$10

$10

$50

$50

$8
$3

WaPer Reuse GemonsPraPion SiPe
aaster Plan
Demonstration Garden, Community Garden and Cruit Trees
Tiered seating around the band shell perimeter
Bocce Ball Courts
Children's Playground Equipment
ToPal

$10
$400
$150
$30
$35
$625

Joseph LB Keeler Memorial Park
aaster Plan
Street access improvements
Parking accomodations
Restroom facilities
Environmental stewardship demonstration facilities
Habitat viewing areas
aanicured open space
Pedestrian boardwalks
Entrance sign and interpretive signage
ToPal

$25
$450
$30
$30
$100
$30
$30
$50
$5
$750

Performance EnhancemenP GranPs
Lmprovements / Programs
ToPal

$150
$150

$10
$50

$50

$200
$150

$30
$35

$25
$450
$30
$30
$100
$30
$30
$50
$5

$25

$25

$25

$25

$25

$25

Thousands $
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SIX-YEAR CAPITAL IaPRhVEaEbT PRhGRAa
bew Uses and beeded Improvements to be included in aaster Plan

Total Project Cost
2015-16

Pioneer Memorial Park
ADA accessible walking trail around perimeter of the park
Water bottle refilling station/Drinking Fountain
Connect pedestrian accesses to other areas downtown
Trim vegetation to improve visibility into the park from Washington St
Picnic table and benches
Sanitary Sewer Line Extension and Connection
Entrance sign and interpretive signage
ToPal

$30
$3
$10
$12
$2
$55
$8
$120

Year of Completion
2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

2019-20

2020 (+)

$30

$3

$10

$12
$2
$55
$8

June Robinson Memorial Park
Additional raised garden beds
ToPal

$5
$5

MargareP Kirner Park
bew children's playground equipment
Improved signage
ToPal

$60
$2
$62

GerhardP Park
aaster Plan
Small farm demonstrations (goats, bees, chickens)
Building removals and restoration
Implement a Docent opportunity onsite
Improve parking accomodations
Delineate park boundaries
Designate a Boy/Girl Scout aeeting space
Zip line(s) over Bell Creek
Entrance sign and interpretive signage
Children's playground equipment
ToPal

$15
$15
$300
$7
$30
$15
$0
$35
$10
$60
$487

FenPennial Place
Pedestrian and public space amenities/programs
ToPal

$60
$60

$15

$15

GrB James SPandard Park
Bleacher Replacements
Small Children's Playground Equipment
Implement a Docent opportunity site
Dugout/fence Repair
ToPal

$20
$35
$7
$20
$82

$10

$10

Olympic Giscovery TrailCTrailsCTrailheads
Pedestrian/Bicycle/Vechicle and public space amenities
ToPal

$40
$40

Park Iand AcquisiPions
Eastend, Southwest and borthwest portion of the City limits
ToPal

$400
$400

$5

$60
$2

$15

$7
$30
$15

$75

$75

$15
$75

$75

$35

$10
$60

$15

$15

$35
$7

$10

$10

$10

$10

$10

$10

$200

$200

Thousands $

City of Sequim Parks and Recreation Master Plan

Page 55

CHAPTER SIX
Volunteerism
Volunteers are currently serving the City by weeding and picking up trash in the parks and on
trails, tending to the City-sponsored Sequim Food Bank plots in the June Robinson Memorial
Park Garden and completing service projects. The City annually partners with United Way for
the Day of Caring/National Day of Service.
Below is a list of projects to be conducted by City Volunteers. The thought behind the creation
of this list is to make sure the City has a current and active list of construction,
cleaning/maintaining and program/activity related actions ready and available to distribute to
people interested in volunteering.
Construction
Gerhardt Park – undertake
major project to terrace the
steep pathway that leads to
the creek.
Along Blake Avenue – create
inviting pathways to the tables
and benches (Benchways)
that are along the sidewalk.

Cleaning/Maintaining
Carrie
Blake
Park
–
playgrounds and benches
equipment
need
to
be
scrubbed.
Park gardens – many gardens
and parking strips need to be
weeded
throughout
the
summer.

Along the Olympic Discovery Bridges at Carrie Blake Park
Trail at several places, needed to be worked on by
construct way-finding kiosks.
replacing boards and staining.
Bell Creek interpretive trail.

Picnic Table refurbishment at
Carrie Blake Park.

Park informational kiosk to Olympic
Discovery
showcase news, events and Maintenance.
notices.

Trail

Programs/Activities
Bulbs for Beauty – create an
autumn activity for children
which includes strategic bulb
planting at park entrances.
Park stewardship – implement
a program that formalizes
volunteer work done in parks
and gardens, perhaps by
creating a lead park volunteer
position.
Birding in the Park –
opportunity may exist to
partner with NW Raptor
Center and Audubon Center.
A stroll with Stu Hemstreet to
learn about the flora and
fauna.
Art in the Parks, Souper Bowl
and Kids Day.
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CHAPTER SEVEN
Plan Adoption and Findings
The Parks and Recreation Board has worked hard with staff to develop this plan and this
approval is accompanied with an Ordinance to signify the importance of this Parks and
Recreation Master Plan.
Supporting Findings from the City of Sequim Parks and Recreation Needs Assessment
Survey:
The City of Sequim and Sequim-Dungeness Valley parks and recreation sites that the highest
percentage of households visit: Carrie Blake Park (89%), Railroad Bridge (75%), John Wayne
Marina (68%), Olympic National Park (65%), and Olympic Discovery Trail (63%). It should
also be noted that 97% of households use at least one of these parks and recreation sites
annually.
The recreation facilities in the City of Sequim and Sequim-Dungeness Valley that the highest
percentage of households use are: walking, hiking, and biking trails (72%), forest areas (48%),
natural areas and wildlife habitats (45%), and nature trails (43%).
Ninety-one percent (91%) of households rated the physical condition of the parks and
recreation sites they've visited as either excellent (31%) or good (60%).
The recreation programs that the highest percentage of households have a need for are:
community special events (43%), adult fitness and wellness programs (42%), recreation
swimming (42%), and nature programs/environmental education (34%).
The parks and recreation facilities that the highest percentage of households have a need for
are: walking, hiking and biking trails (75%), large state and national parks (74%), beach areas
(72%), large City and Sequim-Dungeness parks (69%), nature trails (67%), and forest areas
(63%).
The parks and recreation facilities that households rated as the most important are: walking,
hiking and biking trails (39%), large state and national parks (27%), large City and SequimDungeness parks (25%), and beach areas (25%).
Sixty three percent (63%) of households are either very supportive (42%) or somewhat
supportive (21 %) of the City of Sequim developing a parks and recreation department that
would focus on providing an enhanced level of parks, trails, and recreation facilities and
programs.
Level of Support for developing a Regional Parks and Recreation District to be governed by a
board representing residents both inside & outside of the City. Sixty percent (60%) of
households are either very supportive or somewhat supportive of the City of Sequim
developing a regional Parks and Recreation District.
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ORDINANCE NO. 2015-003
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SEQUIM ADOPTING THE CITY OF
SEQUIM PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN WHICH
ESTABLISHES GOALS, OBJECTIVES, RECOMMENDATIONS AND
IMPLEMENTATION MEASURES, INCLUDING A SIX YEAR CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM, TO GUIDE THE GROWTH OF THE PARK
AND RECREATION SYSTEM IN THE CITY.
WHEREAS, the Washington State Legislature directed all jurisdictions planning under the Growth
Management Act (RCW 36.70A) to plan in a coordinated and comprehensive manner to maintain and
enhance the quality of life enjoyed by state residents; and,
WHEREAS, the planning goals established under the Act address the retention of open space,
enhancement of recreational opportunities, conservation of fish and wildlife habitat, increased access
to natural resource lands and water, and the development of parks and recreation facilities,
(RCW 36.70A020(9); and,
WHEREAS, the Parks and Recreation Element sets goals and policies guiding the planned growth
of the park and recreation system in the City; and,
WHEREAS, it is in the City’s interest to develop a master plan for current and future parks and
recreation facilities and open space to meet the needs of the community. The Master Plan shall address
the recreation and open space needs of the community as identified in this plan and other previously
conducted studies, and shall include, when feasible, provision for neighborhood parks, sport courts, bike
and walking paths, and pedestrian-friendly improvements; and,
WHEREAS, the Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) requires a
communitywide park planning effort be completed and certified to maintain eligibility for grant funds
for acquisition and development of park sites and facilities: and,
WHEREAS, the City of Sequim Parks and Recreation Board has completed the Parks Master
Plan including all necessary elements and,

WHEREAS, the plan has been extensively reviewed by the Parks and Recreation Board, Planning
Commission, City Council and City Staff; and,
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission completed their plan review on November 25, 2014 and
unanimously recommended approval to the City Council; and
WHEREAS, the City Council noticed a n d h e l d a formal public hearing on F e b r u a r y 2 3 ,
2 0 1 5 and,
WHEREAS, in conformance with Title 20, Sequim Municipal Code, the plan has been available for
public review and comment;
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NOW THEREFOR; THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SEQUIM, IN
REGULAR SESSION ASSEMBLED, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1: Exhibit "A", City of Sequim Parks and Recreation Master Plan, is hereby adopted by
Ordinance 2015-003. This Ordinance shall be referenced as an appendix in the City of Sequim
Comprehensive Plan Update - 2015.
Section 2: I t is the intent of this Ordinance to safeguard the life, health, and welfare of the citizens
of the city by providing a balanced park and recreation system. Implementation of the plan ensures
sufficient recreation sites and facilities to meet the future demands of the City's residents, consistent
with the goals and policies of the Comprehensive Plan.
Section 3: If any section, subsection, or other portion of this Ordinance is for any reason held invalid
or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such section, subsection, or portion shall be
deemed a separate portion of this Ordinance and such holding shall not affect the validity of the
remaining portions of this Ordinance.
Section 4: This Ordinance shall become effective five (5) days following its passage and
publication.
Section 5: Adopted by the Sequim City Council on this ____ day of _____, 2015. The second
reading having been waived by Council.

Candace Pratt, Mayor
Karen Kuznek-Reese, City Clerk, MMC

Approved as to Form:

Craig Ritchie, City Attorney
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